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29 Sparks Street,

Cambridge, Mass.
June 15, 1913.

Hon. B. A. W. Russell,

Trinity College,
Cambridge, Eng.

Esteemed Colleague:a

My son, Norbert Wiener, will this we4k receive his degree of
Ph. D. at Harvard University, his thesis being "A comparative Study

of the Algebra of Relatives of Schroeder and that of Whitehead

and Russell". He had expected to be here next year and have the

privilege of being your student in the second semester, but as

he has received a travelling fellowship, he is obliged to pass the

whole of the year in Europe, and so he wishes to enjoy the advan,

tage of studying under you at Trinity during the first half of the

academic year. He intended to write to you about this matter, but

his great youth,- he is only eighteen years old,- and his consequent

inexperience with what mightdbe- essential for him to know in his
do

European sojourn, leads me to this service for him and ask your

advice.
Norbert graduated from College, receiving his A. B., at the

age of fourteen, not as the result of premature develop-ment of, of

unusual precocity, but chiefly as the result of careful home,

training, free from useless waste, which I am applying to all of

my-children. He is physically strong (weighing 170 lbs.), perfect-

ly balanced morally and mentally, and shows no traits generally

associated with early precocity. I mention all this to you that you

may not assume that you are to deal with an exceptional or dreakish

boy, but with a normal student whose energies have not begn mis.

directed. Outside of abroad and liberal classical education,

which includes Greek, Latin, and the modern languages, he has

had a thorough course in the sciences,and in Mathematics has

studied the Differential and Integral Calculus, Differential Equa-

tions, the Galois Theory of Equations, and some branches of Modern

Algebra (under Prof. Huntington). In philosophy he has purse.t

studies under Professors Roice, Ferry, Palmer, MCnsterberg, Holt,

etc.. At Harvard and Cornall Universities. His predilection is
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entirely for M.odern Logic, and he wishes during his one or two

years' stay in Europe to be benefitted from those who have done
distinguishedi work in that direction.

Will he be able to study under you, oi be directed by you,

if he comes to Cambridge in Septem,-ber or early October? What should
he do in order to enjoy that privilege? I have before me.The

Student's Handbook to Cambridge for 1908, but I am unable to

ascertain from it that any provisions are made for graduate students

wishing to obtain such special instruction or advice. Nor am I

able to find out anything about his residence there, whether

he would have to matriculate in Trinity College or could take

rooms in the city. This is rather an important point to him as

he is anxious, as far as possible, to get along on his rather

small stipend. For any such information, which would smooth

his first appearance in a rather strange world to him I shall be

extremely obliged to you.
I shall take great pleasure to thank you in person for any

kindness that thus may be shown to my son, when, next year, You

come to our American Cambridge to deliver lectures in the Depar.tI

ment of Philosophy.

Sincerely Yours,

Professor of Slavic Languages and

Literatures at Harvard University.

Mr- . .
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TRINITY COLLEGE,

CAMBRIDGE.

26 July 1913

Dear Sir,

I have your application of July 10 for the

admission of your son to this College.

The University rules do not allow a student

to be admitted as a so called Advanced Student who has

not reached the age of twent.one . This is a technicality

which I do not defend; it is the rule of the University

and not of the College.

You will find full details of the regulations

affecting Advanced Students in the Student's Indbook

to Cambridge, published by the University Press, price
s

5/- and to be obtained from all booksellers.

The only course open to him would be to join

the College in the ordinary way, technically as an

undergraduate. This would be his University status, but

he would be able, and given liberty, to study under Mr

Russell or any other of the teachers here, as he found

profitable, and he could gain an Honours Degree (B.A.)



TRINITY COLLEGE,

CAMBRIDGE.

in the University , if he so desired, after keeping

nine terms by residence and after bassing the Moral Sciences

He would not be able to have rooms within

the College walls in October because the vacancies have

long ago been filled for the freshmen who are coming

then. Like many other frehhmen he would live in licensed

lodgings close to the Cottege, subject to exactly the

same rules.

If in the circumstances you still wish to

apply for his admission in October it is important that

I should know at once.

It will be necessary for him to be admitted

as a special case in addition to our ordinary numbers,

and this will require special permission from the College

Council. I should confidently expect to obtain this per-

-mission then you make the application. You should also

send me for submission to the Council testimony at your

son's good moral character from the Harvard authorities.

together with some simple evidence from his chief teachers,
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CAMBRIDGE. 5

to show that he is able to follow with profit the course

hi proposes.

Believe me,

Yours sincerely,

Professor Leo. Wiener.
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