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OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING
June 1, 1935

Profegsor Norbert Wiener
Meredith, New Hampshire

Dear Professor Wiener:

It is still utterly impossible to tell whether
I will be able to fit in a visit to you at your summer
farm, and accordingly I am writing you a note in reply
to your memorandum, in order that you may have a little
more information with which to talk to Ku. I judge that
you obtained the reprints from Caldwell, although this
is not essential for Ku probably has them anyway. In
regard to the algebraic devices nothing has been printed
as yet except my mention of the matter at Cambridge last
summer, and a semi-popular article. I will see that you
get a note on the latter.

I can tell you of some of our costs, and I will be glad
to have Ku have them as well, but I wish he would hold
them somewhat confidential, disclosing them only to

such members of his staff as he needs to consult. The
reason for this is that I would not wish to be committed
on these costs by their being known to some commercial
concern.

The first model of the differential analyzer cost us
$25,000. This included only out-of-pocket expenses,
that is salaries and purchases and the like, with no
overhead. The overhead cost was probably as much more,
but was not segregated. However, this cost included the
development as well as the construction. The analyzer
at U. of P., which is more extensive and better built,
it is true, was built on government money, and I under-
stand that its cost was twice the cost of ours. I think
that a reasonably good job could be done under such cir-
cumstances as obtained with us when we built our own
machine at about $35,000. However, as you know, we are
going ahead with a new design and development. It would
not pay anyone to build an analyzer while this is going
on, for we may well make improvements that they would
wish to adopt.
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I have an idea that a cinema integraph could be built
for about $5,000 after our instrument is complete and
tested, including again only out-of-pocket costs. I
would put the algebraic equation machine on just about
the same basis. We expect to do the construction of
the present one at that figure. This includes, however,
only nine equations. If our instrument is successful,
ag I have no doubt it will be, then anyone building
another unit should build a larger one, profiting by
our experience. The cost will go up as the square of
the number of equations, of course, except that there
will be certain economies possible in a larger machine
wiaich would hold the matter down somewhat.

I wonder whether it would be possible for the device
that Ku would like to have to be built in China? I
imagine that they have some machine facilities, and

it may be pogsible that by purchasing some of the
essential elements they could go ahead and construct

the balance. We would be glad to furnish them with
designs as far as we were able to do so, although many
of our devices have been built from sketches rather
than from finished drawings, as they have been partially
designed during construction.

I think I need a little more information ag to Ku's plans
and resources before I can advise him fully. However, 1
judge that this is not a program on which speed is essen-
tial, and hence it seems to me best that you talk the
whole affair over with him before anything is done. In
particular I think he ought to plan, not a single instru-
ment, but a program of mechanical analysis, if he is
going into the matter at all, and on this you can help
him enormously.

I hope very much to see you before you get away, but if
not, I will at least have you in mind continually and

I wish you and Mrs. Wiener a very pleasant and profitable
journey to the Far East.

Very;;gulieigurs,

/4//Eﬂf

f L
/'V. Bush
VB:C



CHINA INSTITUTE IN AMERICA

Incorporated

119 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y.

Cable Address “Huamei” Telephone: Clrcle 7-3772

June 3, 1935.

Dear Professor Wieners:

We have just received the following
instructions from President Y. C. Mei, Tsing Hua
University:

"Kindly remit the sum of US $1,040.00 to Professor
Norbert Wiener of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, Mass., as his and Mrs. Wiener's
travelling allowance from America to Peiping.™

Enclosed you will please find a check
for $1,040.00 for which we ask you to kindly return the
receipt attached herewith.

Sincerely yours,

bhot il

Chih Meng,
Associate Director.

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Encl.
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©\College of Engineering

2 «Chulalongkorn Univ,

waveBangkok, Siam

~June 4, 1935,

Professor Norbert Wiener
Dept. of Mathematies
llass, Inst. of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,, U. S. A,

Dear Prof, Wiener,

I have your letter of Feb. 12 and
want to thank you very much indeed for
the two beautiful letters of recommends-
tion you enclosed.

We have Just started our new academic
year (we start when you finish) and the
University has a record year as to mumber
of new students enrolied.

It was interesting to note that you
may spend next year in the Orient.

With thanks and kind regards from
us both.

Sineerely yours,

44%53qu25;224494Q%§9_

CMG:RW Charles M:son Gewertz,



From Charles M:son Gewertz
The Engineering College of
i Chmlalongkorn University
Bangkok, Siam

Professor Norbert Wiener
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CABLE ADDRESS: SINOAM

FRIENDS OF CHINA, INC.

(SINO-AMERICAN SOCIETY)
377 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE

Dr.William E. Chenery BOSTON, MASS. Elmer O. Cappers
BN IONE AT HARE B W R B 3 WEAW Y
PRESIDENT TREASURER

June 5, 1935.

Professor Norbert Wiener,
76 Cross Street,
Belmont, Mass.

My dear Sir:-

At the Annual meeting of the Friends of China,
Inc. held May 28th, you were elected a member of the
Agvisory Committee. This requires no special duties on
your part, only your friendly advice when called upon.

I was elected President and hope to bring together a
large group of influentlal people who are interested in
the establishment of friendly relations between China and
America.

If you have any suggestlons for the good of the
Society I would welcome them, and if you know of any
distingulished Chinese who are coming to Boston please
inform me that we may in some way extend the courtesies
of the Society to them.

Please reserve November 6th for a reception and
banquet to His Excellency Sao-ke Alfred Sze, Ambassador
from China to the United States. This promlses to be a
very interesting event.

Yours truly,

WEC JMB %_9_\7

William E. Chenery , M.D.

?,8. Do not faill to write us a letter or two about
conditions in China that we may read them at some of our

meetings.
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-?’residents,

FRIENDS OF CHINA, INC,
Newly elected Off1cers

May 28, 19365.

His Excellency Sao-ke Alfred Sze
His FExcelleney T. V. Soong
Honorable Frank Chinglun lee
Honorable Judge A. Lee-Fong
Honorable Koliang Yih

Professor Klang Kang-Hu

President, Dr. ¥illiam E, Chenery

1st Vice-President, Sir Herbert B. Ames

2nd Vice-President, Prdsident Tdward V. Lewis

3rd Vice-President, Rev, William R. Iesllie

Americar Secretary, Vr.31lbert C. 2rown, JTr.

Chinese Secretary, Mr. "ing T. Goon

Treasurer, Mr. Elmer 0. Cappers

ADVISORY COMMITIEER

S8ir Herbert P. Ames Dr. Tshy!l Hsieh
Rev. Raymond Calkins Profeéssor Manley O. Hudsmn
Mra. Rayvmond Calkins President Fdward ¥. lewils
Wrs. Tilliam ®. Chenery President Daniel L. Marsh
President John A. Cousens

Professor J.
Dr. D. Brewer Eddy

Profesgsor Alhert Pushnell Hart
Professor Arthur ¥. Holcombe

Dr. George Y. Shepherd

Antor DeHaas

Rev. George L. Paine
President Harry Seymour Ross
Judge Tmma Fall Schofleld
Professor Claire E. Turner
Professor Norbert Wiener

Dr. Wilfred R. VWilson
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING

June 12, 1935

Professor Norbert Wiener
Meredith
New Hampshire

Dear Professor Wiener:

After talking with you on the
telephone the other night, I discussed the subject of
your Chinese visit with Dr. Compton, particularly in
regard to the situation in North China and the possi-
bility that this might affect your plans. In order to
get the best possible information on this situation we
finally wrote to the Secretary of the National Academy
in Washington, Dr. Barrows, and asked him to get certain
information for us. Dr. Barrows has done this very
promptly and thoroughly, and I now have his reply and
wired you this morning as follows:

"INQUIRY INDICATES SAFE TO PROCEED AS PLANNED.
WRITING TODAY."

Dr. Barrows went over to the State Department and talked
with some of the men in the office of Eastern Affairs.

He got in contact with one gentleman particularly who has
had long experience in China and whose particular assign-
ment is to keep thoroughly in touch with the situation
there. Dr. Compton and I felt that this personal contact
would be much more effective than any formal inquiry.

The definite opinion forwarded back by Dr. Barrows is that
there are no conditions among present developments which
would indicate that you should change your plans for accept-
ing the post as Visiting Professor at Tsing Hua, leaving
about July first.

The present activities on the part of Japan involve primar-
ily insistence that Chinese officials in the vicinity of
Peiping and Tientsin be changed in personnel to include
individuals who would be favorably disposed toward the
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Japanese; that the troops holding allegiance to the Nan-
king government be drawn to the south; and that other
troops from the Shansi Province to the west be moved
into Hopeh Province, as these are entirely acceptable

to the Japanese. With this shift and readjustment
which now appears to be well toward consummation, there
will probably be no further disturbance for some time.
Of course if the student body at Tsing Hua university
shoulé make a demonstration against the Japanese it might
entirely alter the situation for you, but it is thought
that it is not probable that a student uprising of that
sort will occur.

I also obtained a considerable amount of information
concerning the finances of Tsing Hua, and the way in which
it is maintained. Apparently its funds will in no way be
affected and it has sufficient endowment to carry on its
affairs properly.

We never can be sure in any such matter as this of course,
and a trip to the far east is bound to be something of an
adventure even in the most favorable times. As far as you
and your family personally are concerned, I can see no
danger whatever. You are a distinguished foreign visitor
and would be treated with great respect by the Japanese
should you come in contact with them in any connection.

In fact as you know, the title of professor carries more
weight in Japan than practically any other. Moreover I
think it is very unlikely indeed that any disturbance will
take place at the present time, for the Japanese seem to
have gotten what they want and I hence feel personally
that they will be willing to pause a while before making
any further move.

I think it is highly desirable that you should make a firm
resolution before starting not to express any political
opinions while in the East, in any way where you might
possibly be quoted. It woulc be very serious if the
papers were to carry in the East the results of an inter-
view with you which indicated any particular political
slant, especially as it would probably be distorted. I
would hence make it a point to be interested in scientific
matters only, and to indicate a complete lack of interest
on all political matters whenever you meke contacts. This
may be a little difficult to combine with your complete
frankness, but I think it is a good policy and those in
the Fast will appreciate and respect complete reticence
of this sort when you are on a scientific mission.
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With this caution, which is undoubtedly unnecessary,

a8 you have already had it in mind undoubtedly, I see
no reason why you should not go ahead confidently as

planned.

With best wishes for a very pleasant year,

Very cordially yours,

V. Bush

VB.E
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With this caution, which is undoubtedly unnecessary,
a8 you have alrea’y had it ir mind undoubtedly, I see
no reason why yon should not go ahead confidently as
planned.

With best wisles for a wvery pleasant year,

Very cordially yours,

V. Bush
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RAYMOND W. STARR

JAMES A.STARR

THEODORE P. RYAN

GERALD L.VAN WESEP

STARR a0 STARR
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

MICHIGAN TRUST BUILDING

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

July 8, 19356

Mr. Bobert Wieneid, Pa. D,
c/o Tsing Hua University
Plepling, China

Dear Doctor:

You will recsll our pleasant interview
on the Mjchigan Central traln going into
Chicago Sunday, June 30th,

I write this brief note so that you may
have a word from the 8tates when you arrive
in Pleping. I know you will have a most pleas-
ant year in connection with your work at the
University there and I trust that good health
and good luck attend you. On your return I
shall be intensely interested in your reactions
to the social, economic and racial problems
of the far East.

My kindest regards and best wishes to you

and your family, and trust that I may hear from
you,

Yo very truly,

RWS:HW
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Institute of International Education, Inc.
Two West Forty-fifth Street
New York City

July 9, 1935.

Dean Roland G. D. Richardson
Graduate School

Brown Yniversity

Providence, Rhode Island

My dear Dean Richardson:

I do not know whether you are aware that the
Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars
has voted the sum of $2,500 to the Institute for the
purpose of arranging extramural lectures for Professor
Otto Szasz, formerly of the University of Frankfurt, who
during the past year was a visiting professor in the
Department of Mathematics at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. It is proposed to notify the universities
and some of the more important colleges in the East of
this opportunity to invite Professor Szasz during the
first semester, the length of the visit to be left to
the option of the individual institution. His services
are to be given free of charge except that hospitality
is to offered him during his stay.

Before leaving for Europe, dr., Murrow suggested
that I write to you for advice as toc the colleges and
universities that should be addressed regarding this op-
portunity. President Compton of M. I. T. writes that
Professor Szasz speaks English very well, has an exceed-
ingly pleasant and friendly personality and has been
distinctly successful as a lecturer in Mathematics,
expecially in dealing with advanced students. I take it
from this description of Professor Szasz that we should
approach only those institutions having advanced students
in Mathematics.

I realize this is vacation time and I do not
wish to put you to any special inconvenience. I am there-
fore enclosing a list of colleges and universities in the
East, with the name of the head of the Mathematics Depart-
ment, as we have them on our mailing list. Would you be
good enough to check the institutions which you think
might have students sufficiently advanced to enjoy lectures
by Professor Szasz? Your assistance in this matter will
be very much appreciated. I expect to write to the heads



Dean Richardson -2- July 9, 1935.

of the Mathematics Departments in the various colleges
during the summer in the hopes that I may hear from some
of them so that Professor Szasz can begin his lectures
the first of Uctober.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Mary L. Waite
Executive Secretary
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THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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Form

“MRT F10 49 DL=WK NEWYORK NY 9 258P

PROF NORBERT WIENER, CARE PROF H F FELDT=
LELAND STANFORD UNIVERSITY PALOALTO CALIF=

S35UUL 9 Pl 12 24

PLEASE INSTRUCT YOUR ATTORNEY IN CHARGE OF THE PROSECUTION OF
APPLICATION SERIAL NUMBER FIVE SIX AUGUST SEVEN SIXTEEN TO GIVE
ME POWER TO INSPECT THE APPLICATION IN THE PATENT OFFICE AS
CERTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING THE STATUS OF THIS APPLICATION

IS REQUIRED BEFORE THE ASSIGNMENT PAPERS CAN BE DRAWN UP=
J G ROBERTS..

Telephone Your Telegrams to Tostal Telegraph



AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY
501 WEST 116TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

July 24, 1935

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Leland Stanford University,
Stenford University, California,

My dear Wiener:

I have your letter of July 12 with which you return
the paper by J. Geronimus entitled

2

ON SOME QUADRATURE FO%?LAE e

I em glad to know that you feel this paper is first class and
that I ought to accept its I am, therefore, doing so, and
I am notifying the author immediately,

Ordinarily I send proof of a paper to the referee and
I should like to send proof of this to you, but I presume you
will be on your way to China before then., If you care to have
me do so and if you will give me your address in China, I
shall have the proof sent to you without any expectation that
you will return it to me. In any case, I should like to know
your Chinese address, if you yourself know it by this time,

With my regards and with my hope that your experience
in China will be pleasant, I remain,

Cordially yours,

L St
E. R. HEDRICK

=
=
=1
=
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Tokye, Pk 28 1935






%6 Florence Avenue
Revere, Massachusetts

August 17, 1935

Pear Professor Wiener:

Please excuse my long delay in writing. The first few
weeks after you left I spent on mathematics with results of a
negative nature about which I'll tell you. Then my father came
down with a severe attack of kidney stones and infection so that I
let everything drop and was concerned only about him. Fortunately
he was discharged frozm the hopital yesterday and it seems that his
kidneys have not beern permanently injured. If all pgoes well he will
be back at work in ebout two weeks.

I saw Sumner Myers a couple of days ago. He is a student
of Morese and has been at Princeton this past year as an N.R.F. and
will be there again this coming year. He gave me some information
about living conditions at Princeton. It sounds like a nice place.
I suppose the best thing for me to do is forget about the Jewish
situation and buckle down to work, but it isn't so easy. GSammy has
given me an inkling of the battle you had on your hands this past
year. It certainly must have beer a rotten experience for you.
After Myers told me that there are only six N.R.F.'s for next year
and after Sammy told me what went on at Tech, I begin to appreciate
how much trouble you went to, to get something for me. It seems that
the difference between a gentile professor and a gentile hooligan is
not always what it should be.

Do you know that the profs over at the E.E. department are
uite enthused about Hitler? They sort of wave aside the Jewish ques-
tion, the freedom of thourht question, in fact everything that an
enliphtened person should hold as inviolate,and praise Hitler for
organising a united Germany. It certainly is dispusting and disappoint-
ing, to say the least. Thank heavens I met Hardy to sustain my faith
in the educated man. It's a loony world but we haven't much choice.

To get back to mathesatics, you remember that the condition

o ‘ ) -
~S ébif ; 1-/w Krl“bin connection with entire functions of
s MY o

exponential type implies Q;QN NLB) exists. As regards this con-
P o
dition, I have proved that for an even function with real zeros

) 3 A  does not imply 5 gy /_71‘-!”,,5/}“)@ Also
)= -

Ry, & i)
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that aaj’f/o(j\/) T e G) does not imply l%‘) §.ﬁ[ . Also

that (; aX o T'/é:;g 200 docs not tmply 5 ( - A)i < lsit.

LA
All these results show that any good necessary and sufficient condition
A A X .

for the closure of e will be hard to fnd. I can show
that there is a one-to-one relstion between

pim RV e L L

- TR e e M W P limit
and

. B
S_B le\ﬂ&)) %ﬁ_—%lc A)\ S lAmit

a B2
This last can probably be worked up into a paper that will be a sort

of sequel to a theorem of Paley and yourself. I'm beginning to think
about random functions again after a long lay-off. I feel a little
more at home with ther and maybe before the year is up I'll be able to
do something with them.

I've been reading some algebra and some suff on the zeta
function. I also read a lot on Batistics and probability this summer.

Sammy's E.R.A. job isnow full time. He tells me Littauer
has a $2800 per year job as instructor at the Naval Academy.

I've jubt received the picture post card that Ikky and
you sent me. Cryptomeria Road looks very impressive. Ikky certainly
seers glad to have you. You must be having a great time. China must
be a virgin country as far as industrial development goes. What a
paradise for an engineeri The Sino-Japanese &tuation is sortApushed

off the map here by the Ethiopien crisis and the Cerman domestic
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Sepsemiber 1, 1835.

Deay Bushi

So far my trip has been an éntire success. They treated us
royally al Stanford, waere I gave two lectures. They put us up at their
expense in the best appartment hotsl in town, gave us lots of picnies,

enjoyed ourselves thoroughly. SzegB was there for the summer,

e
e

our wao familles ed < particulariy good ‘time itogether. The talk at
the MIT club in 'Frisco came off welle. I talked chiefly on the computing

program, as did also in Hawail. Fields of Hawaiian Elsetric .

round the east half of Qahu. Eawaii is cerfainly a delightful

S;Qt‘ e  Tnntd &
The hoal trip was agreeable-- good food and good company. Ikehara
t
met us at Takohama. Haz

is now ILecturer at the new Imperial Univer31ty

-
R u—l

1‘7-

Zis general health is however quite good enough. He has made hlmaelf

reepected in mathematical circles -- Carleman uses his theorem heavily

]

% vaper at ihe Scandinavian math. congress-- and is in line

for th2 new chair of applied mathematics to be esfablished at Oszka.
Thiz rzys wretechedly Wy our standards, dut fairly adequately by Japanes
My %rip helped Ikekara's prestige = good deal.

Y= put up in fha Inperial Eotel in Tokyoe The firat night the MIT
z1lub » 4 dinner ingrend styXe. 1 trotted out the same old spiel.
fb= canpany was very plesasant --Mitsuil himself gave the-parfy aiv toe
Hitagnl CIud - and aftarwards we wevre itreated Lo an exhibition of
drpromplnt waler-color palntinge I learnad that X¥IT has trained a
e Larg2 percent of the higher engineer officers of the vapanesa

cted from military serviee because of hls-rather frail physzqgg

and is findizng a much better recept*on than he expected. HadrA

R
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navye. Goto and ¥zboeshima were among the officers there. Young Minemi
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Thile Marguerite and I were at the party, Ikehara saw to it that

Japanese lady whom he knew in Boston and herfd litile girl were staying

with the children. The lady and girl turned out to be acQuaintances of

ours, «and bthe littke.girl, Motoko &Fujishiro, had been to kindergarfen

with my children. Sne is very American, and the kids had a good time.
The next day I dined with the Tokyo math. department. The head,

Pakagi, iz the bes’t mathapatician in Japan, and i thorough old crab.

S

2 only appoints middle aged men to his department. He was not too

. -

friendly to me, and I later learned that he was jealous of a big write~

oty

¥

1w I had got in the newspapers through no fault of mine. That evening
Ikshare and I went on to Sendai.-Severdl of their young men are working
right down my alley -- izumi ( who looks like a young Frenchman) and
Takahashi in particular. Fujiwara, the head of the department, and ths
whols department, gave me a wondsriul time. We weni to a most beautirful
seaside xesort, and ithen ‘back b§ motor boat alongran unb2lievably
picturesque coast. After resting in a Japanese hotel, I gave a talk on

Tavberian theorems. Thgy then toolkmme into the faculiy roowm, ‘propped uy-

the calibvre of the youngsters, and ir seniors solcitude for theam.
Then w2 hadl @ bannuet. That revenins we :returned %o Tokyo.

Thile we wers away, *arguerite and the children had been Ialten i
¥Minami to Tamakura, ani had visid Mra.e JJujishiro &0 home. Tha2 next
day we rested. The Tollowing day I gave a talk on mathematics in
American sscondary schuols to a convantion of seco riwrj school teachers.
P am-oafrslig A gpiltied lot of beans, but enr gecorulary sclivels 'rate n
good panninge. The nexXli day we wene on 1o Nikko -=- teautiful scensry and

a blackboard on the table, and shot gquestions at me. I am impressed with
the
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i +5, Shimidzu, h=:d of %the math. department, is a good man and a

¥ 3 + L. 3
T, good Triend of Tkehzra. He brought nis youn
= our hasel “to talkrwiih me, and I was able
= i N s
= one of tham has inispendently zediscovered my theory ol raandom molion,

and T awassdble -0 gat ohim in touch with the suhjz2et. I ihink we should

FO
I

i

make  dafinite effort to encourage the young Japancse mathematicians

I3

to -come to MUIT to stady.

A

good man in filser ‘theory. I azsssarprised fio aes

i

aanlka has

LHES COPY
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how rmich they were interested in this.
We went up to Xyoto, and saw some marVPlloas palaces and 6&?&&“59

cshara and his mothaer saw us off at Kobe. Ifs fathar died since h;s

A

sen®s raturn, but had the satisfaction of sz2eing his son well launched~

'\ : -y

in a carszer. . feeTs that he returned te Jaaan-at Just the right moment,

HAis work 1is in a Pield now popular, and the Jananese estimate of

-

Anarican mathematical work is very favorable. I. i3 a man of very fina

s e

i

feellings and character. and will do us much crad_,. He has impro?ed

greatly since his re urn., and is much mora sure of him snlf.

copyrigl
bl ished without the expr

We salled fr od.nnbe to Tangku on a Japanese sbeamﬁr. Food most

i:'\

1

unintaresting. We met some nice FEXAK English re31dents of Peiping on

cted

0
S

tha boat. O1 our arrival at Tangku, a potfer from the Nortn China Travel

|7 rot

, loaned, copied or

Sevvics was there wita 2 Yetter from Lee, and atisnded fo use. Lee and

1

*

Pi, tne business manazer of ths college, wewe down on the next train, -

saw us 3afely into Peiping and Tsing Hua. Lee was sager for work as

o evac, and was fall of suggestions as to what problems 1o attack next...

—- O

= an =9 L8 ¥ -

= ¥e 13 intarested in the problem of a many output filter for terminating
linas of the conecentxic, .large Tmequency range type.

S R o oy Ue gy ca ~ 1 ~ o~ . AT T, )
Our cook was already hired on our arrival, but Mr. and Irs. Lee

-
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crowd. Taey have a lofb of good young men who are alrzady publishing

¥ 1 ver to dinner the first evanins. Mrs. Ize is a Canadian girl
e T v T Aesu ] . 2 v S e Maas g s 5 Yo i +hia el
0l Iag.isa.ancesiry. There is anuther mixed couple in this compound --
e

the Wi family. They arz @ornell paople, and he i3 3econd in command t5
Xco in %3Ee The Nl children.are not far from ours in age, and play with
hem all the time. ¥e surselves have as much social life as we can take

care of, and when it isn't anythi

o]

g else, we have an evening of bridge

with thz Lees.

Our house is of Western type: study, living room, dining room,
two bedrooms, sewing *oom, bathroon, iltcn en, unshaded porch, servantst
gaartera. We got it Zuranighed -- the owners of tne Turniture are on
leaze. Fe have‘a man cook, a boy who is butler plus porter plus iaund:y-
man, an amah -- sedmpstress and nurserymaid combined -- and shall socnm
acquire 2 rickshaw coolie to take the children to school and act as gar=
ddner. We eat well and live well on no great expense. We are out in the
sountry, and have nothing to disturd us except -- th} racket df the A7

'_r
Cal

»adas, the agonized braying of the donkeys, the howl of the pariah

dogs (wonks is the local Ghinese-BEnglish term), and the waillng of the

#
numerous babies of our nelghbors.

Pslitically, nobody expects trouble for at least one year, and

possinly sevaral. The lo: g-tlme situation does not look 30 favoraole ¥

but ths school has made pregaratlons to weather 1t- A lo% may depend on

3
b
L*J

ean situation, which i3 none too sweet at present. T cannot
Lhink, aowavaer, ikat even dictators are so mad as to embark on another

Y

Toe saculty hers 13 thoroughly westernized. There is much lass

-~

formality than in Japan. Hiong, head of the Math. department, is Frenck

trained, a2ud a thorough Frenchman. I shall be able to work wlth the

et oo T

Some of the men dress western, some in the long blue gown. The
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ladies wear gowms of .n unbelievable tightnesa, alit up at the sides,
Some of “the European iadies ‘hers eopy the Chigress -mode for the AVENinge

The Crinsse ladiss ar: suppgsed nat'to have their gowns slit more than
nine inches from the sround, they are sgngosad‘nﬁt to wear ankle socks,
they are guppoged not to have bobbed hailr loose if it reaches below
their ears, and not to wave their hair -- but then, we Qere supﬁosed
%0 have prohibition.

My wife and I start on EGhinese tomorrow.Aciually, I have_already
some thirty odd characters, and can direct a rickshaw coolie by the
podmic ol ‘the compasy, @as is the Morih Chinese custom. OQur boy speaxs
English, and my wife communicates with the amah by signs.

I have one version of my philosophical pﬁ?r done, and am starting
on angiher. I have all the materials for a note on filter theory, and
have s mathematical paper all done but'the'writing. Another paper has - -
conziderable work done on it already, but there is a big gap which awaite !
£illing in. It is ons of those points that Paley and I had a lot of :
troubls with, and even without it, the paper is far from empty, but it
is an Iinsuli to ny imselligence not to xnow the answer. I am working
like a horse, and expect a profitable year.

T2e i3 &s helpful and as wise as ever. He has accompanied us on

our many shopping trips into town. Mrs. Lee -- she is just recovering

1

the mathematics people have given us one Chinese banquet. The

bd

oth here and in Japan I have manipulated the chope
sticks wiih adequate 3%xill -- better, they tell me, than Itehara, who
has unlesarned the art by virtue of his long residence ébraéd, and uses
the maithar primitive fochniques of z schoolchilde

Gosaslp in Peipinz is a fine art. It is a place where any BEuropean
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floater can make a decent living, and in addition to the real people
of valug, it seems to 2bennd in *ﬂmiﬁtanca men, people with pasts,

and general iherficients. With the continual conbtaci and exchange of
gervants, you have an ideal culture medium for gossipe. Add to this the
eagy life and the abundant time, together with thes attitude of the

Chineses, who will tolerate any lapse in a Westerner.

'wo of my coileagues have already broached the question of a longer
sta& for me here than one year. I have already put the situation before
tham: the unusually generous -treaftment I have received from MIT, the
many years I bavs prsviously been absen’t from the school, and the need
that each gen;ration of graduate students -should have the_piizaiiliﬁy
of working with me. I have said that another year's absence'lis out of
the questione. I kave said that if, after having me here one year, they
wish to have me again on some future occasion, -¥-they can take the
mattesr up at ¥UIT directly, and if the reaction ia favorable there,

T might be interested, but I have given them to understand that the .
financial arrangements on MIT's part are special for this year, and thati
thay cannot expect 2 repetition. 350 far it has only been a matter of
fealers, but I think it my duty to tell you how matters stand.

President Mei is a delightful person. He has lived a good deal in
ths 2fotz2s. He comes from Tienitsin, and has the somswhat greater sizes of
the noritherner. He has a fine presence and voice. Everybody here likes

-

a3D

T

1]

Professor Jacgkson lets me Xmow when he is coming. Everybody

i

3 gntigipating his wigit so much.
I have so much to say, and @0 many people to whom I have promised

0 say it, that unless I put the hrakes on, I shall be spendij 3
~ P v =z

entire vigit Will you please girculate this lettar

bt

n lettar writ
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afore I forgst it, theyramrs . intending to follow your advice, ‘and

determinani machine here. Zverytning waits until Eoo's return

. =57 7 . 3 : - 5 . % >
fron Audd Nanking. Also, will you let Vallarta imow that they are

reaqy

and eager to cooperate with his cosmic ray program by taking

observations, as soon as they know what the details are, and if possible,

have the apparatus sent.

Please let me know the MIT dirt, the stats of the country, etc.

How is 0ld Man Depression?

»5% wishes %o Mrs. Bush, President Compton, Phillips, etc. etc.

T am delighted the way the Szasz business has come oute

Sinceraly,

Ptk W rin




IN REPLY REFER TO

FILE No. 13507

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

American Consulate General,
Tientsin, China, September 3, 1935.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

lMemorandum

For Mr. Norbert Wiener,
National Tsinghua University,
Peiping.

Your application for registration has been approved
and will be valid for two years from this date.

Yeou are requested to notify the Consulate General
concerning changes of address, marital or family status,
or other material facts set forth in your present appli-
eation . You are particularly requested to notify this
office in the event that you remove from the Tientsin
Consular District.

Your passport is returned herewith.

Enclosure:
' Passport No. 188559 issued by Department
on May 9, 1935.

BY REGISTERED MAIL.



“President

Frangors Divisia
L’Ecole Polytechnique
Paris, France

“Dice~President

JoseEPH A, SCHUMPETER
Harvard University

Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.

Secretary

Cuarres F. Roos
Colorado College
Colorado Springs, U.S. A.

Greasurer

AvrLrrEp CowLEs 3RD
Cowles Commission
Colorado Springs, U.S. A.

Editor of Econometrica
RaoNAR Friscu
University of Norway
QOslo, Norway

COUNCIL

BGhe Officers of
the Society and:

THE ECONOMETRIC SOCIETY

An International Soctety for the Advancement
of Economic Theory in its Relation
to Statistics and Mathematics

ALBERT AUPETIT
Paris, France

ArTHUR L. BowLEY
London University

Gustavo DEL VEccHIO
University of Bologna

Irving FisHER
Yale University

Joun Maynarp KEYNES
Cambridge University

Wi. ZAWADIKI
Minister of Finance
Warsaw, Poland

F. ZBEUTHEN
Copenhagen University

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

During the past year several notices have been sent
to you at the above address, inelosing bills for $6.00,
representing annual dues to the Econometric Society for the
fiscal year September 30, 1934, to September 30, 1935.
According to our records you formerly indicated your accept-
ance of membership in the Soclety and we have since received
from you no notice of resignation. The quarterly journal,
Econometrica, has been sent to you regularly during the past
years

It will be necessary in the next few weeks to
prepare an annual report of the finances of the Soeciety and
I should therefore greatly appreciate payment of your dues
t this time. If for any reason you are unable to pay now,
will you please communicate with me in any case, in order that
I may have a check as to the correctness of your address.

Very truly yours,

AC:GD Treasurer



AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY
501 WEST 116TH STREET

NEW YORK CITY

September 17, 1985

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts,

Dear Professor Viener:

I take pleasure in informing you
that at the meeting of the Council in Chicago
you were nominzted as Vice-President for the
years 1236-1937. The ballot 1is being prepared
and I shall take it for granted, unless I hear
from you, that you are ready to serve the Society
in this capacity.

You are closely enough in touch
with the Society's affairs to know that we shall
need the very best of our abilities and energies
to keep its afiairs moving along and on the up-
ward path. I look forward with great pleasure
to being associated with you in your new capacity.

I have the honor to be
Sincerely yours,
R.G.D. Richardson,
Secretary.
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NATIONAL TSING HUA UNIVERSITY
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This a newsy letter, since I pumped myself dry of
news last time, and nothing much has happened to affect the even
tenor of our existence. The cnildren are settled at school, and we
the healthy easy life of the canmpus to probing the depths of Peiping
Buropuvan society. Good Ameriocans may go to Paris when they die, bui I
now know where bad Amerieans (and EuroPeéns) go while they are still

glive.

I have finishea three mathematical papers and one pailesophical
one. T enclose a set up of an electrical simul&aneous equation
maczhina. Its only paris are resistances, voltmaters, potentiometers,
and soureszs of waltage. Of course the voltmeters must be of high :
resistance, but they may be vacuum tube instruments. Half the volt-
met2rs are merely null-rvoint instruments, and on AC nay be ‘telepuone
receiverae. By using vauuum tmuiuf e resistance of the volimeters

may e mzde substani ally Iinfinitel Tq >re Is e little bit of juggline 5
1

in the adjuétment of the set, but I have figured out mathematically

+

that the convergence of

the process of successive eprroximation
involved iz rapid. The apparatus should be reascnavly cheap end very
standard resistanes boxes, etc., and if it doesn's show.eny buges, we
shall go out after z really useful seven or ter line instrument.

he gadget worth patenting? It might have

erirvg uses, end a ten- equation setl shouldnt't cost

m
s,
i
Ved
(842
Jode
3
1
L
[
1.4
k=g

vory pany thouseand dollars, for tentheof-a-percent accuracys
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of Just now a back-ccoupled instrument works. For examuple, the mechanics
o the tepe determinant instrument is not at =1l clear to me. The ena
regult Is CK, but the study of forces ,and of the dynamics of the

gadge®t in coming to equilibrium, needs a lot of study. in nany caseg the
dstalled siudy of just how a machine solves problems, dynamically as
well as statically, and a consideration of matters of stability, will
throw a great deal of light on purely mathematical questions. Converse-
iy, it is not e trivial question ‘to ask ‘how a meckine for solving

~

1fferential"equations must behave as we approach singular points. I
]

=
}s
L)

can thikk of many Iirst-rate pure rathematicsl doctor's theses which
consist In a mathematical analysis of some phase of the machine's

a5

ogperation. The very interesting Gibbs'® phenomenon of Fourier series

vas Tirst discovered by cbserving the behavior of & harmonic synthesizer.

I have checked up a few slips of the typewriter. The paver reads
well, and as you know, the vigor of your style is a great asset. I
should not advise ycu to strive for a greater conventionality of
treatments I think you should .emphasise very strongly the fact that :
rmuck more is known of the statics of computing machines than of their
dynawmics, and should throw problems of this sort out to th¢mathema~
ticiars.

Le2 pas read your article with much interest. XKoo also wanis to.
be remembered to you.

Sincerely,

bt

A ‘“A&WU\




BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES

INCORPORATED

463 WEST STREET NEW YORK

CHELSEA 3-1000

J.G.ROBERTS SEP 26 1935

GENERAL PATENT ATTORNEY

PROF. NORBERT WIENER
¢/o Prof. Yuk Wing Lee
Tsing Hua University
Peiping, China

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The purchase of the inventions relating to electrical
network systems made by you and Dr. Lee has been approved by
the American Telephone and Telegraph Company. The total price,
as agreed, is $5,000, payable $2,500 to you and $2,500 to
Dr. Lee. As stated in my telephone conversation with you at
Palo Alto before you sailed for the Orient, this sum will be
paid upon execution of the assignment of United States patent
application Serial No. 560,716 filed September 2, 1931 and
one or more additional United States applications which are
now in course of preparation and which will be filed shortly,
subject only to a non-exclusive, non-transferable license
already granted to United Research Corporation.

I have sent this assignment to Mr. J. E. Pickard,
Menager of the Western Electric Company of Asia, located at
142 Museum Road, Shanghai, China, who will arrange for its
execution by you and Dr. Lee, and an acknowledgment thereof
before a United States consular agent at Peiping. Mr. Pickard
will either take care of this matter on one of his frequent
inspection trips in the Peiping territory, or will arrange to
have the transaction handled entirely by the United States
consular office in Peiping, and you should hear from Mr. Pickard
or the consular office in the near future. The checks, one for
$2,500 made out to you and one for $2,500 made outto Dr. Lee,
will be delivered upon the execution of the assignment.



Prof. Norbert Wiener = 2

You requested that your check be deposited to your
account at the Cambridge Trust Company, Cambridge, Mass., but
it appears simpler to hand the check to you and you, of course,
can transmit it to Cambridge if you so desire,

I hope the procedure outlined above for handling this
matter will be entirely satisfactory to you and Dr. Lee, and I
wish to express, on behalf of the Bell System, my appreciation
of the cooperation you have shown throughout the entire transaction.

Yours very truly,

;iiigﬁfgz‘ﬁf;{'zgﬂ_

/“General Patent Attorney

RTH:JC=-1
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COLLEGE Paris, l___ % Octobre

DE

FRANCE

Dear Professor Misner

My best thanks for your kind letter.
I am most happy to think that Mrs.Hadamard and I
ghall meet you and become XEhx acquainted with
Mrg.Wienar.

Of courss am also most pleased to hsar|
of the complatas safety at Peyping,and I am most

have
thankful to Profassor Hiong and you to informed

me of that.Indea,when I saw Mr.Yang,l was readiﬁg,

in the nawspapers,of accidants experienced by
travellers in China - probably exaggerated stories
Now,your letter gives me a complete

security in that line and I an Beﬁkling every -




thing for my departure . Letus hope that each
of us has nott:elkon with the general umeasiness

ovar thes whole worldﬂ&ich is a too real fact .
Kindly transmit my best remembrances

to Professor Hiong .Tﬁnking most agresably of

the pl=asure to see you bogth very soon,Xkx I beg

you to believe me

Yours sincerely

O
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YALE UNIVERSITY
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

October 23, 1935.

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, liass.
My dear Wiener:

Our supply of review material for the Bulletin is
somewhat low at the present time and I am wondering if
it will be convenient for you to send a review before
long of the book by Hardy, Littlewood and Polya.

Sincerely yours,

w R & It l

LW
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING

October 30, 1935

Professor Norbert Wiener
National Tsing Hua University
Peiping, China

Dear Norbert:

Matters have moved so rapidly this fall that
I have found little time to write you. Your letters of
September 1lst and 32nd were very welcome, and I am delighted
to know that you are pleasantly located and that the work is
going well.

Your comments on the Gibbs Lecture will be very helpful. I am
getting to work on the revision and expect to have it in shape
before very long.

Your discussion of an electrical simultaneous equation machine
I confess I have not as yet studied through. I asked Hazen

to review it, since he ig thoroughly familiar with this sort

of thing, but we have not gotten together on it as yet. As
soon as I have some ideas on the subject I will of course

write you. In the meantime the mechanical machine for this
purpose is coming along well and I expect it will be in service
early next year.

I talked to Struik yesterday, and while I Jjudge that the people
in the Math Department have already heard from you directly,

I am sending your September first letter along so that it may
be passed about the Department. Dr. Compton has already read
it and was delighted that you are getting on so well. Of course
before transmitting this letter of yours to the department mem-
berg, I will leave out one sheet which refers to relations
concerning possible future visits and the like.

On these I think that no great amount of comment is necessary,
for we understand each other thoroughly on this matter. Some-
time later on in the year we might have a further letter from
you concerning what the authorities there have to say, and I
will be glad to talk it over with Dr. Compton. They undoubtedly
know however that this present year is a special arrangement



-

on M.I.T.'s part and that a continuation would have to be

on some other basis. Furthermore they undoubtedly know that,
while we are happy to loan you to them for a bit, particular-
ly as the exvnerience which you are getting is sure to be
delightful, nevertheless we need you back here badly.

Undoubtedly Jackson will let you know when he is to be in
your part of the country as he is quite thorough in preparing
his plans in advance. I have no idea just when he is due to
arrive, and in fact his program may be altered as he goes in
accordance with his wishes and interests as they may develop.

There is nothing especially notable here to write about. Our
financial situation this year is somewhat easier than last in
many ways as there is undoubtedly a considerable business
recovery. This is not reflected so much in actual balance
sheets as it is in the general attitude which has improved
enormously hereabouts. We are still in trouble in this coun-
try and serious trouble. The next Congress will probably

pass a bonus and a2id to farmers is running wild. Just how
long the national credit can stand this sort of thing is any-
one's guess. If we should run into serious inflation you would
be fortunate in being out of the country. I rather feel
personally that the national credit can stand the strain
until the next election, but everything hinges on what happens
at that time. There appears to be a considerable reversal of
sentiment here, strong in the east of course, but appearing

to some extent even in the middle west. Straw votes indicate
this among other things and show a considerable turning away
from the New Deal. This country being what it is, a swing of
that sort once started is likely to go very far. I am there-
fore more optimistic than I have been at any time since this
show started, although I recognize very definitely that unless
such a swing occurs in public sentiment we are bound for much
more serious times than we have already gone through. The
forces of recovery are powerful things, and they operate to a
considerable extent independently of political affairs, in

the absence of wars or actual destruction of financial

systems by foolish manipulation. Hence I feel sure that we
are on the way out and rapidly so, provided the political
tinkering can be held down.

Won't you give my best regards to all of my friends at Tsing
Hua, and my best wishes to Mrs. Wiener for a pleasant winter.

With best regards
Yours very oy

uif Bu!i
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Dear Professor Wiener

I must trouble you for a personal infor -
mation concerning Profesaorﬂtong'a family . Ve
already lmow his boy,Ping Ming,but we understand
that he has several ogher children. Will you be
kind enough to tell me about‘,' their number,andy
approximative ages ?

Vory happy to think that I shall see
you soon,I thirk you iradvance and beg you to

believe me

Yours truly

Y et
/

=
12 Rue Emile Faguet Paris XIV

CWDWM
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

SECTION OF MATHEMATICS
CHAIRMAN, A. B. COBLE, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
URBANA, ILLINOIS

Urbana, Illinols
December 3, 1935

Dear Colleague:
seventeen
Only sixteen out of twenty-three members of the
Section have voted in the informal ballot. The number
of persons voted for by individual members runs from one
to seven.

On the formal ballot enclosed herewith 1t 1is
necessary that precisely three persons be endorsed.
Please return thls to me at your earliest convenience.
In the hope of securing a larger number of returns on
the informal ballot I have held up the formal ballot too
long.

seven 4

With six votes scattered (%,2,1) the vote for
a member of the commlttee on government relations has
resulted in a tie. Please vote again on this matter.

I have received surveys of the sclentific work

of W. A. Manning and A. D. Michal. I will have these
duplicated and distributed as soon as possible.

51 ciz§1i£?§?gsj
,?éi : f;iﬁmh

Arthur B. Coble



NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
SECTION OF MATHEMATICS

FORMAL NOMINATION BALLOT

DEAR SIR:

As chairman of this Section, in accordance with the part of By-Law IV.2 of the Academy relating to formal
balloting,® I have to inform you that the persons whose names are given on the accompanying “Formal Nomination
Ballot” received on the last ballot of the Section the number of votes shown by the figures in the last column; and I
have to request you to place a cross against the name of each one of the three persons whom you judge to be most
worthy of nomination to the Academy this year, to attach your signature to the ballot, and to return it to me within
two weeks of the date of this letter.

Please also write upon the ballot near the bottom any new names which you wish to have included in the ballot

to be submitted to the Section next year.

# ., . The chairman shall then submit to the members of his section a new ballot showing the results of the informal vote; and
each member shall be expected to return this ballot to the chairman with his signature and with crosses placed against the names
of three persons whom he judges to be most worthy of nomination. In order to secure an adequate number of nominations,
the chairman, when necessary, shall obtain by personal solicitation a fuller vote of his section or shall submit to the section a
supplementary formal ballot.

The chairman shall then certify-to the home secretary, prior to January 1, the names of all persons who have been voted
for on the formal ballots, together with a statement of the number of votes each received and of the number of members voting.
Of these all persons who receive the votes of two-thirds of the members voting in the section in cases voted upon by one section
only, or the votes of one-half (however distributed) of the members voting in any two sections in cases voted upon by more
than one section, shall be considered nominated.
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF [Oow:\
IOWA CITY
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Professor Norbert Wiener
76 Cross Street
Belmont, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert

This morning I am going to do a strange thing., I
have nothing to write about; on the other hand I have not seen
you or heard from you directly for almost a quarter of a
century and yet ever and anon your name comes up among my
assoclates here, For example, Chittenden.and I are fairly
close friends., As you know he is at Princeton this year and
is selected to give the colloquium lectures which I understand
you have already given. In an off-hand manner I have tried
to keep up with such a thing as topology.

But I still have strong memory images of our unique
experiences at Cornell and the suddenness in which you bobed
up in GBttingen in 1914, ZEvery once in a while in connection
with our laboratory work here I run through my laboratory
reports in which your name appears as my former partner,

How are you anyway and how are things going? I see by
your account in Who's Who that you have two daughters and are
presumably happily married, If you have a stenographer handy
I am sure that a letter would brighten my horizon for several
days. It 1s too bad that I did not improve upon my opportunity
when I was at Wellsley for three years to call upon you,

You.may like to know that in a few months my magnum opus
in the shape of the Psycholo of Feeling and Emotion is to
appear from the house of McGraw-Hill, t will be a book of
about 650 pages full of scientific notations and footnotes.

I see that you have already delivered a master-plece which
I am sure I could not swallow.

With kind personal regards, 1 am
Cordially yours,

Christian A, Ruckmick
13 December 1935

CAR: M3



W. E. BEATTY
PATENT ATTORNEY
UNITED RESEARCH CORP.
41-39 THIRTY-EIGHTH ST.
LONG ISLAND CiTY, NEW YORK

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS
% WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC,
BURBANK, CALIF.

December 24, 1935.

Dr. Norbert Weiner,

Department of Mathematics,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Weiner:

The patent epplication, Serial No. 560,716,
filed jointly in the name of yourself and Mr. Lee, 1is
now issued as United States Patent No. 2,024,900.

Will you kindly let me kmow what disposition
I should make of the Letters Patente.

Very truly yours,

/'i)
W. Ei~BEATTY.
WEB=g X’



