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MARIETTA
VAUCRESSON

(Ser0.)
TEL:GAMBETTA 03-80

April 19th, 1954

Dear Miss Sehillaber,

Your article about the histony of the archi-

tecture of the Me.I.Te in the3$=mreh Review has of course interested
me probably more than any other of your readers, for up to a few
years ago, I certainly knew more about it. I felt sorry not to
have seen the manuscript before it was printed, for I could have
told you a few things to make it more accurate and complete.

But first let me congratulate you on it, and
the way it is written, like those"broad sweeps"™ you speak of =
leaving out unimportant detail =~ easy to read for the hurried reader.

Secondly, for your kind words about me. At the
risk of reviewing to you some things you already know, but may not,
I shall write you some of the thoughts your article stirred up in

my memoTIye

Do you know about the celebration of moving
from the 0ld buildinz on Boylton Street to the new group in
Cambridge® How the Corporation and Faculty and prominent men

connected with M.I.T« all met in caps and gowns and paraded to a
wharf where we boarded a flat-boat called the "Bucentor™ and decorated
with white plaster ornaments from rail to water, and rowed by

students I believe to the landing in Cambridge. It was designed by
Ralph Adams Cram, at that time Head of the Department of Architecture,
who also managed the ceremonies of dedication. A detail not spoken

of above the breath, was that the weight of the crowd on the barge

was so much greater than calculated that it was barely above water
level and caused terrible anxiety to those responsible until we got
safely across. I sat just behind President Iowell of Harwvard,

. Grovenor Coolidge ard Mec Isurin of M.I.T. and knowing about the

situation, with no life preservers, wondered if they could both swim.
On the way over fire works made a fine effect from the Court and
dome of the new buildings where the Governor made the address of
welcome from an imposing dais in front of the colonnade. A sort of
of theatrical performance followed with a plate glass 1lit from red
lights in a pit below while Ioie Fuller, I think, danced on the

glass with flaming scarvess There were various large groups of
students in costume - were they Greeks or Indians® I've forgotten,

B AL P



lMiss Seliillaber April 20th,1954

but they danced and paraded and created & lively festive atmosphere
very satisfying as a celebration.

The next day there were visits to the buildings and all that.
I remember being introduced to the handsome Robert Bacon, of the
Corporation. What a man% and T. Coleman Dupont was anothere. you
evidently do mot know that the M.I.Te did not buy the land in
Cambridge, as you say, but that he gave it to them, which is the
reason for their naming the East Court for him. The other court,
on the west, lowell, because at that time President Iowell and
Dr. Mae Isurin had combined the Engineering School that Harvard was
asked by the Mc Kay bequest to form into one equipment as it seemed
absurd to have two schools so alike in the same town. Also this
gave MeI.Te & larze fund to draw upon to equip the new buildings,

but alas! the lMc Kay heirs brought suit on Harvard for not carrying
out the terms of the bequest, and the scheme fell through "fell into
the watar”™ as the French sa¥. M.I.T. suffered greatly in consequence,
as the courts, instead of being treated with a lower level in the
centre, with a road for automobiles to conduct visitors of importance
on state occasions, up to the portico, and terraces leading from

the front on the Charles River Road up around in front of the
colonnade, leavins the smAller courts on a higher level, had to be
abandoned, and courts all leveled off just filled up with gravell

Can you see how much finer the effect would hawe been?
with more height of additional steps along in front of the colonnade,
and a green terrace with a double alley of formal trees bordering

a path along the facades of the buildings?

All these things are so quickly forgotten. A complete set
of drawings showing all this whichi Jacques Greber the famous
French urbanist and landscape gardner helped me work out, is surely
still on file at the Institute.

So also should be my complete drawings for the facade of
the gap - now so sadly empty - on Massachusetts Avenue. 1 designed
it with an incline and basement passage for autos, to go under an
archwey, thus making the parking space back of the dome just as
serviceable.. The central feature of that facade has always shown
some colurms, to break the long monotony that would otherwise be
felt there. My earliest designs, approved by Dr. Mac Iaurin show thise.
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I also made desigens for a classical style chapel, to be
built on the plot betweem the Walker Memorial and the President's
nouse, in collaboration with Professor Schell. He had the desigms
placed on file. John Sargent told me he thought the appearance
from Boston required a tall campanile, in contrast to the domes
end flat roofs. 1 agreed at once, and showed one in connection

with the chapel.

1 must go back to the main Bastman Court and say 1 felt
you should have given more credit to George Eastman than you didy
for he not only gave the laboratory building, but the money with
which the whole new group was originally built. You remember how

secretly he was referred to as NMr. Smith. Many thought it was ny
friend and client Mr. Rockefeller because of the fact that I was
selected as the architect, but I knew it was not, though I did not

know who it was.

Another thing. The grouping of a lot of separate departments

into one great building was my own, original idea, and I had to
fight with many of the corporation to win them over to ite I knew
from experience of just going from the old Walker building to the
old main building, for different classes, without an overcoat, in
winter, was cruel. Also that one great building would be so much
more impressive., How I had also to fight to get them tp use lime
stone, instead of red brick} which they thought so much more appro-=

- priate. You should also know that the President’s mansion was a
gift to M.I.Te from Charles A. Stone and Edwin S. Webster, of '88,

who were the builders of Mel.Ta

Now, for the sake of truth, I mmst speak of your saying that
I was assisted in the ™design®™ of the Ro@ers building by Carlsone
He will confirm that I brought the complete design, even with a
model, from Paris, just as it was built, before he had anything to
do with it, and that when at President Compton's request I accepted
him as associate for the execution of wy designs ( which he did
admirably) it was recorded that I was solely responsible for "every-
thing that had to do with the appearance of things". I hever had a
partner, following H.ll. Richardson and R.M. Hunt, for I feel that
architecture is an arte.

Now, to finish I must tell you about the Rogers building
amd the statuee, which those four pedestals awe soO patiently waiting

fors
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I have a high regard for the eloguence of sculpture in
connection with architecture. I showed on my first project for
the M.I.Te group a great heroic-size statue, representing the
spirit of knowledge, on the axis of the Main Court. I have shown
it on every drawing and painted it on air plane photos since the
beginning, and I hope keenly to see it realized, for it would be
so fine there as a key note to the whole institution, like the
statue of Athene was on the Acropolis, or the Alma Mater at
Columbia in New York. It would also be a great example of how to
use samdpture to the whole country. But so far, committees always
think the easiest way to cut down cost in building is to leave off

sculpture.

I well remember Dr. Compton's writing me asking me %o

describe to him how I visualized the new Rogers entrance and
vestibule to MeI.Te from Massachusetts Avenue, and ny telling him

there ought to be four statues of the great Greek founders of

modern learning in it. He and I later agreed on them as Aristotle |

for the Sciences, Archimedes for Engineering, Ictimus, (and
Callicrates looking over his shoulder at = plan of the Parthenon)
for Architecture. Seeing these statues would certaihly inspire
every student and teacher of M.I.Te to follow their example and
hope to become "great®™, The pier of wasonry back of each statue
was to bear incized outlines illustrating their inventions, like
the water screw of Archimedes and the Parthenon of Ictinus, or
famous words of theirs. The cost of this sculpture was relatively
small, as the statues could well be made of artificial stone cut
from plaster models. What fine memorials these would meke, of
distinguished M.I.T. graduatest ¥ urged Mrs Edwin Webster to
do one but she was persuaded to endow a chair. However, the idea
mst be continually kept slive, and I hope you may find a way of
bringing it somehow into print where the Alumni will see it.

Looking forward to the pleasure of meeting you some day,
and with kind regards,

I am, sincerely yours,
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MARIETTA
VAUCRESSON
(8 et 0) Tel: Gambetta 03-80

April 19th, 1954

Dear Miss Schillaber,

S . Your article about the history of the archi- ‘
4} - tecture of the M.I.T. in the March Review has of course interested |
“1 me*prohably more than any other of your readers, for up to a few
years ago, I certalnly knew more about it. I felt sorry not to

have seen the manuscript before 1t was printed, for I could have
told you a few things to make it more accurate and complete.

But first let me congratulate you on it, and
the way it is written, like those "broad sweeps" you speak of --
leaving out unimportant detail -- easy to read for the hurried regder.

Secondly, for your kind words about me. At the
risk of reviewing to you some things you already know, but may not,
I shall write you some of the thoughts your article stirred up in
my memory. d

Do you know about the celebration of moving
from the old building on Boylston Street to the new group in
Cambridge? How the Corporation and Faculty and prominent men
connected with M.I T. all met in caps and gowns and paraded to a
wharf where we boarded a flat-boat called the "Bucentor" and decorated
with white plaster ornaments from rail to water, and rowed by
students I believe to the landing in Cambridge. It was designed by
Ralph Adams Cram, at that time head of the Department of Architecture,
who also managed the ceremonies of dedication. A detail not spoken
of above the breath, was that the weight of the crowd on the barge
was so much greater than calculated that it was barely above water
level and caused terrible anxlety to those responsible until we got /
safely across. I sat just behind President Lowell of, Harvard, AN,
Grovenor Coolidge and Pres. Maclaurin of M I.T. -i#ﬂﬂgknpwing about the
situation, with no life preservers, wondered if they could both swim -
On the way over fire works made a fine effect from the Court and
dome of the new buildings where the Governor made the address of
welcome from an imposing dais in front of the colonnade. A sort. of
~—="of theatrical performance followed with a plate glass 11t from red
lights in a pit below while Loie Fuller, I Yhink,danced on the
glass with flaming scarves. There were various lérge groups of
students in costume %% -- were they Greeks or Indians? I've forgotten,
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but they danced and paraded and created a lively festive atmosphere
very satisfying as a celebration. ;

The next day there were visits to the buildings and all that.
I remember being introduced to the handsome Robert Bacon, of the
Corporation. What a man! and T. Coleman Dupont was another. You
evidently do not know that the M.I.T. did not buy the land in
Cambridge, as you say, but that he gave it to them, which is the
reason for their naming the East Court, for him. The other court,
on the west, "Lowell," because at th time President Lowell and
Dr. Maclaurin had combined the Engineering School that Harvard was
asked by the McKay bequest to form into one equipment as it seemed
absurd to have two schools so alike in the same town. Also this
gave M.I.T. a large fund to draw upon to equip the new buildings,
but alas! the McKay heirs brought sVit on Harvard for not carrying
out the terms of the bequest, and the scheme fell through "fell into
the water" as the French say. M.I.T. suffered greatly in consequence,
as the courts, instead of being treated with a lower level in the
centre, with a road for automobiles to condduct visitors of importance
on state occaslons, up to the portico, and terraces leading from
the front on the Charles River Road up around in front of the
colonnade, leaving the smaller courts on a higher level, had to be
abandoned, and courts all leveled off Jjust filled up with gravel!

Can you see how much finer the effect would have beenf? T
with more height of additional steps along in front of the colonnade,
and a green terrace with a double alley of formal trees bordering
a path along the facades of the buildings?

All these things are so quickly forgotten. A complete set
of drawings showing all this which Jacques Greber the famous
/6' French urganist and landscape gardner helped me work out, is surely
still on file at the Institute.

So also should be my complete drawings for the facade of
the gap -- now so sadly empty %% --on Massachusetts Avenwve. I designed
it with an incline and basement passage for autes, to go under an
archway, thus making the parking spagg)back of the dome just as
serviceable. The central feature of that facade has always shown
some columns, to break the long monotony that would otherwise be
felt there., My earliest designs, apgroved by Dr. Maclaurin show this.



COPY
THE TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge

-3~

I also made designs for a classical style chapel, to be
buillt on the plot between the Walker Memorial and the President's
house, in collaboration with Professor Schell. He had the designs
placed on file. John Sargent told me he thought the appearance
from Boston required a tall campanile, in contrast to the ‘domes
and flat roofs. I agreed akt once, and showed one in connection
with the chapel. : ;

I must go back to the main Eastman Court and say I felt

you should have given more credit to George Eastman than you did,
for he not only gave the laboratory building, but the money with
which the whole new group was originally built. You remember how
secretly he was referred to as Mr. Smith. Many thought it was my
friend and client Mr. Rockefeller because of the fact that I was
selected as the architect, but I knew it was not, though I did not
know who it was. J

Another thing. The grouping of a lot of separate departments
Into one great building was my own, original idea, and I had to
fight with many of the corporation to win them over to it. I knew
from experience of just going from the old Walker building to the
0ld main buillding, for different classes, without an overcoat, in
winter, was cruel. Also that one great building would be so much
more impressive. How I had also to fight to get them to use lime
stone, instead of red brick! which they thought so much more appro-
priate. You should also know that the President's mansion was a
gift to M.I.T. from Charles A. Stone and Edwin S. Webster, of '88,,
who were the builders of M.I.T.

Now, for the sake of truth, I must speak of your saying that
I was assisted in the "design" of the Rogers building by Carlson.
He will confirm that I brought the complete design, even with a
model, from Paris, just as it was buillt, before he had anything to
do with it, and that when at President Compton's request I accepted
him as associate for the execution of my designs (which he did’
admirably) it was recorded that I was solely responsible for "every-
thing that had to do with the appearance of things." I never had a
partner, following H. H. Richardson and R. M. Hunt, for I feel that
architecture is an art.

Now, to finish I must tell you about the Rogers building |
and the statues, which those four #r pedestals are so patiently waiting
for. : |
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I have a high regard for the eloquence of sculpture in
connection with architecture. I showed on my first project for
the M.I.T. group a great heroic-size statue, representing the
spirit of knowledge, on the axis of the Main Court. I have shown
i1t on every drawing and painted 1t on air plane photos since the
beginning, and I hope keenly to see it realized, for it would be
so fine there as a key note to the whole institution, like the
statue of Athene was on the Acropolis, or the Alma Mater at
Columbia in New York. It would also be a great example of how to
use sculpture to the whole country. But so far, committees always
think the easiest way to cut down cost in building is to leave off
sculpture.

I well remember Dr. Compton's writing me asking me to
describe to him how I visualized the new Rogers entrance and
vestibule to M.I.T. from Massachusetts Avenue, and my telling him
there ought to be four statues of the great Greek founders of
modern learning in it. He and I later agreed on them as Aristotle
for the Sciences, Archimedes for Engineering, Ictinus, (and
Callicrates looking over his shoulder at a plan of the Parthenon)
for Architecture. Seeing these statues would certainly inspire
every student and teacher of M.I.T. to follow their example and
hope to become '"great." The pier of masonry back of each statue
was to bear incized outlines illustrating their inventions, like
the water screw of Archimedes and the Parthenon of Ictinus, or
famous words of theirs/ The cost of this sculpture was relatively
small, as the statues could well be made of artificialg stone cut
from plaster models,’ What fine memorials these Pwould made, of
distinguished M.I.T. graduates!/I urged Mrs. Edwin Webster to
do one but she was persuaded to endow a chair. However, the idea
must be continually kept alive, and I hope you may find a way of
bringing it somehow into print where the Alumni will see it.

Looking forward to the pKeasure of meeting you some day,
and with kind regards,

I am, sincerely yours,

Welles Bosworth (Signed)
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Frederick J. Fasset, Esq.
Dean Agsistant
Massachusetts Unstitute of Technology

it
),ewﬁu(, e )
Tou know how I value your friendship
and how I counted on it to speak a good word to Killian about those
marble seats, but you don't know what immense satisfaction his letter
of September 9th gives me, or how much of it I feel is due to you
so I offer you a heart full of thanks. It is in a good cause, isn't it ¢
I look forward to sitting on one of them,some day with you. Killian's
account of Mr. Proctor's taking such an interest in them is just
perfect. His father or maybe, grand-father!knsw me when I gave him a
marble temple to build in the Rockefeller gardens at Pocantico Hills, N. Y.
He did a perfect job and his men never had a more difficult one to do,
as the Doric, monolith columns were inclined inwards at the top so thet
the bases and caps could not be turned normally to the centres of the
columnsy you see, the base and cap mouldings had to be horizontal,
while the columns were slightly tipped. That is a Greek refinement which
I have never before seen done in modern times = yet for the seeing eye ™
it pays like the crown on the victor. You and I are poets., What fun it
is to write to one who,likes that kind of thought 1

Now what do you advise aboutthis idea ¢
I should love to have this.lettered on the outside of the amT(marthe
passage door,) of one at least of those seats.:
GIVEN . BY . WELLES . BOSWORTH .89 . ARCH'T
Perhaps Mr. Proctor
would like to see his name on the other one ?

You may remember Dwight Robinson who
was the engineer partner of Stone and Webster when M. I. T. was built.
He is on record for stating that when Doctor Maclaurin asked me to
contribute my commissions, ™ Due and Payable "™ on the foundations of the
Institute buildings and I conceded, it meatt that 1 gave them a hundnd
thousand dollarse. It seems to me that they can afford to do it 1n v ew‘:‘
of my waiving any reimbursements,for so many hours of work, and considerabh



expense for M. I. Te account during & long time - designing a
Chapel for Professor Shell to show Sloane in case he could get him
interested; an auditorium to fill the gap on Massachusetts Avenue,
chiefly to g0 on record, showing what my ideas are as to the facade
that ought to be built there eventually, with an archway under it to
let vehicles go through; as well as time and visits and correspondance
in connection with Walker's work on the library4buildings at the
rail-road end of the Massachsetts Aménue facade - "Very badly done"
I was told today by a Boston architecte The Treasury Department
charged me a flat twenty thousedd dollars' tax on my fees for the

Rogers buildinge. Can you believe it ? Well, of course it all depends
on how much the seats cost, but I wonder &f you might "feel the pulse™

of Killjan and see if something of that sort might be done. I'm sure
those seats, which will add enormously to the pleasure of the students
for many decades let us believe, would not have been done, at least

as well may I say ? Without me! and I don't sgy that from egotiam,

but from an impersonal judgement in which I believe you will sympathise.
Am I mistaken ? |

Killian was indeed most.kind to offer to pay me for the design,
but I won't hear of thate I enclose you a copy of my letter to him.

Now one more thing I'll ask of you. It is to send me two blue~-
prints of the drawing. I need them in getting estimates over here.

. What a letter I've imposed upon you, dear Fred. I apologize, but
it shows the sincerity of ny admiration as well as ny affection for you.

Trusting that all's well with you and your delightful family,
to whom I send ny cordial remembrances snd best wishes, I am

As wer Wours
r/l.{l&d__—-
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2nd Maxch 1963,
President Emeritus ~

Farl T. Compton Esqe,
linss. Inst. of Technology,
wd@’ UeBels

Disrlart_ —

If the mmgnificent photograph of Freneh's statue of Lincoln on the
February cover of the Review is a result of ny question to you, "What
intination do you give to the students of the M.I.Ts of the value of
sculpture to humen life,” them I give dovout thamke to your opemrminded
intelligence to tuke good sugpestions and aet on them.

In any case, may I esk you %o convey my heartfelt congretulations
and my personel thanks, as an alummus profoundly interested in our
splendid institution, tovhomscever did it. It revives my hope to live
to see the day whem we may sce a great statue of the "pirit of leaming’ Yri 7.
in the centre of the Main Cours, as the "Alma later" does on the
steps of the Librawy of Coluzbia loges Algso, that I mmy see those
four statues of the Greek Founders of lodern learning which you and 1
planned for, from the firet sketches in the Rogers entrance vestibules.
Couldn't you persuade the Foxd Foundation to give them, as an inspimmtion
and encouragement to the young men who are constantly passing through
there? They would be impressed by them all through iife.

1 vas with French ot the dedication of this statue and (as a repre~
sentative of the Art Commission of New York) was asked to wear a long
coat and ailk hat. Fremch had not been warned and appeared in s straw
hat ond short cont. Ilo was deeply embarassed, the President and all the
"top bruss” (a phrese not kmown at that time) of Weshington Yeine there,
even Lincoln's son. Of course I took him behind one of those great
Greek columns and changed coats and hats with him, and he was delighted
as they fitted him perfectly.

"ith vam regarde to Liargaret end yourself, in which Renee Joins me.
I am, as ever, very devotedly yours, |

Webles ——



March 30, 1953

R .

= Mr, Welles BEosworth
— Villa Marietta
Vaucresson,
Seine et Oise,
France

Dear Mr., Bosworth:

Dr. Compton has been good enough to let me see your letter
of March 2, in which you comment on the photographi@f the Lineoln
Memorial on the cover of the Pebruary issue of The logy Re=-
view. This piece of sculpture has always appealed very much to
me, and I felt it was particularly appropriate for The Review for
the excellence of photograsphie rendition, the magnificence of the
memoriil itself, and the lofty character of Lineoln's life.

From your relatively recent visits with Dr. Compton, you
undoubtedly know much better than I do that the Institute is make-
ing a very strenuous effort to give its students a background
in the humenities, as well as in the purely technical subjects
for whiech it 18 so well known., Certainly the Institute of today
offers many cultural advantages and outlets in student activities
which did not exist prior to World War II, and I am sure that
many of them must reflect the views outlined in your letter to
Dr, Compton.

You may be interested to know that we have a manuscript in
The Review office dealing with the development of the Institute
buildings from the time the Institute was formed up to the pre=-
sent. This is a rather long article and will require a good deal
of work for all of the illustrations which are at hand. Probably
we will not be able to publish this story in The Review until next
fall or winter. I think you may be interested in knowing, however,
that your name figures prominently throughout all of this story.
We can not yet record as facts the fulfillment of your idea to
have statues in the Great Court or on the pedestals in Building 7.
There 1s a good deal of activity at the Institute, however, snd I
have no doubt but that we may ultimately see these further mani-
festations of The Institute's interest in cultural matters.

Yours sincerely,

B, Dudl s
D/s Baltos .Y‘th




April 6, 1954

Mr. Welles Bosworth
Villa Marietta S
Vaucresson, Seine et Oise
France

Dear Mr., Bosworth:

Professor Schell was kind enough to pass on to me your
brief note regarding the tribute to you which appeared
on the contents page for the December and January issues
of The Technology Review. This series of photographs on
"Do You Know Boston" is the result of the combined ef-
forts of Raymond E. Hanson and The Technology Review
editor, and as a matter of fact, I made the photograph
which appeared in the December lssue. I, therefore, have
to accept responsibility for this series. I am gratified
you derived some satisfaction from 1t.

The April and May issues of The Technology Review contain
an article on the architecture of the Institute's buildings
from the early buildings on Boylston Street to our present
structures. A marked copy of the April issue already has
been sent to you and a copy of the May issue will go forward
to you as soon as it comes from the printer. Of course,
your own architectural work comes in for a good deal of
mention, particularly in the period when the Institute
buildings eonformed to the classiec style. The second of
this series of articles will bring you up~to-date on some

of the more recent buildings which have been built on our
campus. The chapel has not yet been built but its construc-
tion has been approved by the Corporation and I believe work
is to begin in the summer or fall.

It is my hope you may derive satisfaction from the two-part
article on M,I.T. architecture which is now appearing in
The Technology Review.

Sincerely yours,

B. Dudley
Editor

D
c(:kl'ror. E. H. Schell
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From the desk of—
ERWIN H. SCHELL




F’ebrmry 23rd 1954
f/ )

Mr. Welles Basworth,
Villa Marietta,
Vaucresson, Seine et Oﬁa
FRANCE,

My dear Mr. Bosworth: ‘F-/ : A { 8

Your nat of Jmm“{gddrmod
to Professor 8 oll, f’tg 3&:‘(‘}!‘50&;’9 m i'g‘
left Cambridge f¢p\t 2oRNR! « gbsshue. fﬂéds/\ f, < /
presently in Sao P‘i@q Al Lend
Mznagement Congress M frot
some visitations to enhauturs ‘and
in Latin American cmtriu , returning to Cambridge
about March l5th.

I am quite sure you can count on hearing from

him soon after bis return.

Yours very truly,

Secretary to Profeasor Schell.
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BEST WISHES
FOR A
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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MARIETTA
VAUCRESSON

(Ser0.)
TEL:GAMBETTA 03-80

. 7th May 1953,
F.G. Fasget Jnr., Esq.,
The Technology Press,
¥.I.T., Cambridge 39,
Massachusetts.

MKy dear Fred,

I was glad to hear from you*(g.,your letter of Znd April, but greatly
troubled in spirit at the news of your lung operation, You say that the
doctors anticipate that by lst May the bacillus will have been defeated.
Sinece this is 7th May, I trust that b}f the time this reaches you, you will
find that you are out of the woods.

I never knew quite how to account for the constant war that is going
on between men and microbes, but it seems to me that the best way is to
remember that in the days of Christ's healings, He didn't suy anything
that would make @ men with microbes feel that it was time to give up hope
or feith., I azm sure you must feel that way about it too, i4nd 1f you do,
you will come through victoriously.

Another thought occurs to me, oﬁ—_'sorqething that I read the other day,
as being good and true. It is tha‘%‘ééns’érmusness never requires of you
enything that is beyond your strength to do. In other words, it is never
necessary for snybody to commit what I always call the beginning of all sin,
and that 1s getting over tired. Just call a helt when you come to the 4
brink, #Ad you will not only be doing sll that the situation requires, but
be setting & good exmmple.

My dear friend, you see I come from a long line of Puritam preachers
on one side of the house, snd from a long line of liberal minded New York
Dutch on the other, but devout Christians. My mother's grand-father,
Wynant Van Zandt, gave an Episcopal church to the town of Douglastown, on
Long Island, and is buried in the family veult under the stone pavement at
the entrance to Trinity Church at the head of Wall Street, so you will for-
zive me. In any case, I strongly regommend your reading books on Meta-
physics, =nd imsgine only health fior yourself, for I feel sure that what




you gaze on mentally is what you out-picture physically.

But to return to your letter. I note that your mastery of the dic-
tionary is, if possible, becoming even greater than of yore. The way yeu
fling words around your head reminds me of the scintillations of the giant
pin-wheels in the gardens of Versailles, at one of their Summer evening p. - wwlt
fétes. 1 started 1%“' e & ord "condolence,™ but didn't dare without
being sure of its 111:eml meaning, so zot up =nd pulled down the “Roget's
Thessurus,” and, to my surprise, I found it was not even included in the
book. I therefore referred to the Universal Graphic Dictionary - one of
ny favourite books - and abandoned thrs word when I found it was “chiefly
used in connection with marital difficulties.” Remembering your chamming
wife and ddughter, and their devotion to you, I am sure that no word could
be more misused than that, in connection with you =and your conscience.

As regards the relative values of Art and Science at L.I.T., I can
only say that tomsbady mst peep mow and then, when Art seems entirely
forgotten. You snd I will sgree that it is(more or less)“‘f‘ﬂng out
Poetry, in life, and Literature, as “lmore practical simplificetion of life
end education. But referring to the word "peep,” you will probably know
that it has two meanings. One, "to chirp or cry as young birds," and the
other, "to look slyly." 0Id Mr. John D. Rockefeller once told me a stoxy
about a masterful woman who had a timid snd hen-pecked husband, A friend
was announced as a caller, so she grabbed a broom and swept the little man
under the bed. During the vislt, she saw him looking slyly out and took
the broom to sweep him back, but as he diaappeared he was heard to say,
"dehitable . Butterworth, as long as I have the spirit of = man, I will peep."

You are quite right about the buorgeonning of the spring here at
Merietta. It is divine at this moment, and the nightingsle's singing all

night near the guest-mom windows seems to give it perfect voice. I hope
you will be coming over agzzin soom and staying longer.

With best wishes to you znd your family, in which Rence and Audrey

join ne,
I amAve?_,v' sincerely yours,

Wettes —
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January &, 1956

Mr., Wolles orth
Villa Marie '
Vaucresson, Selne Et 0Oise
France

Dear Mr. Bosworth:

It was nice to have your card although your ine
quiries regarding the pen and ink drawing of the
dome and portifo of building 10 provide me with
some embarrassment. I felt we needed some piec=
torial treatment for the announcement on page L.ii
of the November issue of the Review and since we
were pressed for time IBused a cut that had bsen
reposing in our file for many years. Unfortun-
ately I am unable to pass on to the artist your
appreciative comments. You might be interested
to know that so flar as I am aware, the or
drnving to which you refer dates back to the time
n Pred Fasseti or even Jim Killlan had the
torship of the Review.

If you have the time and inelination I think I
should be much interested in your comments re=-
garding the Kresge Auditorium and the M.I.T.
chapel with its new bell tower. To set you at
ease, 1 hasten to assure you that architectur-
ally speaking I am an old moss=back conservative.

Very truly yours,

B. D’U.dlﬁy
Editor

BD/pf
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