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February 17, 1949

Mr. Gordon Raisbeck

Agst. to Dr. N. Wiener

Department of Mzthemeatics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Raisbeck:

Thank you for your letter of February 15th. As regards the
definition of ¢@': ¢ is the extent of one half the loaded
zone in a ball bearing and as such is a real angle having a
meximum value of T, In this connection, the equations which
Mr. Vandergfel submitted should read

| |

= - - rather than S
m ¢' M !
On the machine evaluations which have bgen performed on these
summations, we have generally chosend as 20° to simplify the
task as much as possible without seriously detracting from the
accuracy of the answer.

(=}

When Mr. Vanderpoel was up in Cambridge, he left with Dr. Wiener
New Deperture's ANALYSIS OF STRESSES AND DEFLECTIONS, Volumes I
and II. You will find on pages 42 and G0 of Volume I a more
complete explanation of these equations than would be possible
in this letter.

You will notice when you compare the equations which MNr. Vander-
poel submitted, that some of the symbols have been changed with
a view towards simplification of the equations.

In your attached sheet showing your definition of ', I have
noticed that you have written it
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whereas it ghould be
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NEW DEPARTURE

Mr. Gordon Raisbeck February 17, 1949

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

—=
At the present time we have ceveral investigations requiring

the evaluations of these equations and are naturally anxious
to obtain these integrations as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,
NEW DEPARTURE

o o

T. W. Bakewell
Research Engineer



POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE OF BRDOOKLYN
99 LIVINGSETON STREET

BROOKLYN 2, NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

February 17, 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I trust you will excuse this formal salutation =
addressed to a friend of maﬁy years standing - but this is a
formal letter. On behalf of the Brooklyn Polytechnic Chapter
of the Society of the Sigma Xi, I wish to invite you to be our
speaker at the annual dinner of the chapter, to be held in
Brooklyn on Friday evening, lay 20, I am sure that we would all
be delighted to hear from you on the subject of Cybernetics =
or any special phase thereof, Our treasury, as you may well imagine,
ig rather slim; so about all we can do on that score is to agree to
reimburse you for your expenses in coming to Brooklyn. I do hope
that you will accept this invitation.

Cordially yours,

Qedt M. stz

Ronald M. Foster
President, Brooklyn Polytechnic Chapter
Society of the Sigma Xi



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

February 17, 1949

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Hag your paper presented at the AAAS Cen-
tennial meeting in Washington last September been
published in any of the journals? If so, will you
please send me a reprint? Or, if none is avail-
able, the journal reference?

Very trulgy, yours

George W. Gray

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, “assachusetts

GWG:EDC



AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY

J. R. KLINE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SECRETARY PHILADELFHIA 4, PA.

February 17, 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge 39, Mass,

Dear Norbert:

I am glad to have your letter of the 15th in which you
comment upon the Carnegie Tech situation and enclosel a letter from
Fejer concerning Dr., L. Fejes Toth who is applying for a C.L.E.
Moore Instructorship, From the application, can you tell whether
Dr., Toth has been teaching in Hungary? If he has tasught for two
or more years immediately preceding his application for a wvisa, he
can be admitted to this country on 2 Professor's 4-D visa, This
does not come under the quota., If you can answer this question,

I may possibly be able to do something for him at some other
university, in case you are unable to appoint him at M.I.T, I
will hold the letters from Fejer until I have your reply to the
question concerning Toth's status.

I hope that you will find it possible to come to the
April meeting of the Society. As you know, this will be held at
the University of Pennsylvenie on the last Friday and Saturday
of April.

Sincerely yours,

teur.

J. R. Kline
Secretary
JRK:M



Columbia Wnivergity
inthe Citp of M e Pork

[NEW YoRK 27, N. ¥.]

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

February 18, 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert:

I am glad that you will speak on your Philosophy of Communica-
tion at the New York mesting on March 12th, I spoke to Churchman

over the phone, and he told me that all arrangements for the program
had been completed and that the seberint Ei?ﬁegng sent out from De-

troit, I am sure that we will have a very interesting group, espe-
cially since everybody I meet is talking about Cyberneties.

If you care to give me the names of any persons in particular
whom you would like to have invited, I will send them personal
invitations to attend.

I want to know when you plan to get in so that we can get to-
gether for conversation, food, and good wine, Please give my regards
to Mrs., Wiener,

Faithfully,

" Sebastian B. Littauer

,

SBL/ge



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of Economics and Social Institutions February 18: 19 49

Profesgsor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Messachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Wiener:

A friend of mine here in Princeton, Dr.
Paul Oppenheim, 57 Princeton Avenue, has recently
read, as so many others, your most interesting
book on "Cybernetics." He ie 2 most shy and re-
spectful person and does not dare to write you
directly, although I have told him that this
would be perfectly all right. Yet he feels he
ought to bring to your ettention two papers which
he has written, one having apoveared in "Erkenntnis",
volume 7, and the other elsewhere. I am therefore
including two photostats of papers he thought you
might be interested to se=s.

I was recently in Cambridge and 1t was
a great disapoointment for me that because of
pressure of work I wazs unable to pay you a visit.
I hope that I sheall have the great pleasure of
seeing you agaln sometime soon. Perhaps your
ways will lead you to Princeton where we have
not enjJoyed your presence in a long time.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

&7V ,

OM imbf Oskar Mo#genstern



AMHERST COLLEGE
Amberst, Massachusetts

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
February 18, 1949

Dear Wiener:

Here is the quotation of which I spoke, It is the last
paragraph of the Introduction to Hume: "Treatise of Human Nature",
(1734-37):

"But if this impossibility of explaining untimate principles
should be esteemed a defect in the science of man, I will venture to
affirm, that it is a defect common to it with all the sciences, and
all the arts, in which we employ ourselves, whether thevy be such as
are cultivated in the schools of the philosophers, or practised in the
shops of the meanest artisans, None of them can go beyond experience,
or establish any principles which are not founded on that authority.
Moral philosophy has, indeed, this peculiar disadvantage, which is not
found in natural, that in collecting its experiments, it cannot make
them purposely, with premeditation, and after such a manner as to sat-
isfy itself concerning every particular difficulty which may arise.
When I am at a loss to know the effects of one body upon another in
any situation, I need only put them in that situation, and observe
what results from it. But should I endeavor to clear up after the
same manner any doubt in moral philosophy, by placing myself in the
same case with that which 1 consider, 'tis evident &= this reflection
and premeditation would so disturb the operation of my natural prin-
ciples, as must render it impossible to form any just conclusion from
the phenomenon., We must, therefore, glean up our experiments in this
science from a cautious observation of human life, and take them as
they appear in the common course of the world, by men's behavior in
company, in affairs, and in their pleasures., Where exneriments of
this kind are judiciously collected and compared, we mav hope to estab-
lish on them a science which will not be inferior in certainty, and
will be much superior in utility, to any other of human comprehension.”

I hope you find it useful and include it someplace, It
seems nice as a bit of two hundred year old foresight. Did Davia

know your ancestors well?

Most sincerely,

)

20

W.D.Stahlman



Department of Mathematics
Mass, Inst, of Tech.
Cambridge, 39, Masas,

18 February, 1949

¥r, T. W, Blakewell

Research Enginser

New Departure

Division General Motors Corporation
Bristol, Connecticut

Dear Mr, Blakewell:

Thank you for your letter of February 17,
which tells me what I wanted to know,

It seems now that the proceedure outlined
by Professor Wiener 1s not the one best suited for
computation of the integrals in guestion, We are de-
veloping another proceedure which seems more promising,
and will make every effort to complete the work as
soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

Gordon Ralsbeck



February 18, 1949

Vr, Hudson Hoagland
222 Maple #venue
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts

Dear Hudson:

I had a letter
an appgointment
I'm leaving to
written on the

from Mr. Goodman and will make
to see him sometime next week.
speak in Chicago, so this is
run.

©incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



February 18, 1949

Mry Sam Zeclavsky

30-61 ¥ourth Walk

Jackson Heights,

New Yorx, lew York

Ygar Mr. Zaslavsky?!

I ghall put your application in the hands of
Profecsor's Martin and Jeromes %lesner of the
Bledtrical Engineering Department and see what
can be done,

“incerely yours,

Horbvert Wiener

NW: mz






TIME * LIFE * FORTUNE
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM

BOSTON EDITORIAL OFFICES
INCORPORATED
STATLER BUILDING
BOSTON 16, MASS.

February 19, 19L9

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusettis

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Recently I interviewed Mr. W. A, Dwiggins
of Hingham, who is America's greatest typographer, and
found that he had written a play dealing with the capture
of the world by machines. When I told him that you were
developing a similar theme, he was very much interested
and thought you might like to read his conclusions on the
subject. I am sending the play "Millennium I" with his
compliments and I think you will enjoy it as much as I did.

Don Morris of this office has heard nothing
further from LIFE about the proposed article about cybernetics
but so far as I know, the editors still hope to undertake it.

Again let me thank you for your very kind
cooperation when I interviewed you for TIME.

Please give my best regards to Mrs. Zemurray.
Very sinz;zi}y,

Jeff Wylie

JW: AS
Enc.



INSTITUTE OF
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

INCORPORATED

2 WEST 45TH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. - MURRAY HILL 7-0630 - CABLE ADDRESS “INTERED"

February 21, 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

We have been informed by UNESCO that Professor S. K., Mitra
of India, who is a provisional candidate for a fellowship in the field
of mathematical computing machines, informs them that he has written
to you and has received a reply from you extending to him the facilities
of your department., As you know, the Institute of International Fducation
administers UNESCO fellowships in this country; therefore, no grant is
finalized by UNESCO unless we have definite information from them regard-
ing the institution where the fellows will pursue their studies. Ve
would, therefore, appreciste if you would let us know the arrangements
which you are making for Professor NMitrs.

In view of our past correspondence regarding the advisability of
mathematicians doing work in your department at M.I.T., we believe that
there should be a definite understanding before any steps are taken to
bring Dr. Mitra to this country.

Sincerely yours,

Alice A, Adanalian, Head -
Division of Specialized Personnel



R

The Tecbﬁology Press

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

February 21, 1949

Prof. Norbert Wiener

Room 2-151

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Prof. Wiener:

Attached you will find a check for $2,125.00
(two thousand one hundred twenty-five dollars). This check
represents payment by the TECHNOLOGY PRESS of 2,500 less in-
come tax deductions made by the Bursar's Office. This $2,500
is in advance payment for royalties on 7,000 copies of CYBERN-
ETICS and covers nearly all, but not quite all, of the royal-
ties which the TECHNOLOGY PRESS calculates will be due you
on a sale of 7,000 copies at the end of our regular accounting
period on June 30, 1949. The accounting of production costs
and the figuring of the royalty rate, we will send you later
this week.

Would you please sign a copy of this letter
acknowledging receipt of the check which will be delivered to

You by hand?

Sincerely,

THE TECHNOLOGY PRESS
BB:vt
Check



The Technology Press

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

February 21, 1949

Prof. lorbert Wiener
Room 2-151
M.I.T.

Dear Frofessor Wiener:

In the same mail I am writing you a letter releasing you from any obliga-
tions in connection with the publiecation of a popular book on a CYBERNETICS
theme. In discussing it with John Wiley & Sons, we were all in agreement
however that it was of the greatest importance for scientific advence

and for the reputation of your ploneering book, CYBERNETICS, and for

the reputation of The Press and John Wiley, that you do not let the
production of this popular book slow you down on the important scholarly
Job which you have already undertaken of revising the present CYBERNETICS
anc expanding it substantially, as well, so that a forthcoming edition

of this book can be a definitive work in the field to add to the useful-
ness provided by the already existing vioneering work. '

This book, of course, The Technology Fress does wish to publish with
John Wiley when it is ready.

Sincerely yours,

§ _._~*v-—e-€;|. =
»(xzjhohntﬁ. Burphard
Chairman, Board of Fublications

jeb/h

Copy to Mr. Bradford Wiley



The Technology Press

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

February 21, 1949

Frof. Norbert Wiener
Room 2-151
) BRI

Dear Frofessor Wiener:

We carefully considered Friday morning the gquestion of whether The
Technology TPress should be involved in the publication of a forthcoming
popular book by you, broadly related to CYBERNETICS, end subsequently
discussed this matter as well with John Wiley & Sons.

Ag you know, John Wiley does not have a full-fledged trade department
and as a rule does not go into trade books. They only do so when they
are confident that the book is close to their line and that they can
handle it as well for the author as a publisher with more direct rela-
tions with the trade-book world. :

Both Wiley and The Technology Fress zre sgreed that this book is not a
book which comes within the general purposes of The Technology Fress

and inasmuch as you have been approached by a number of highly reputable
publishers for whom the book is s more natural offering, this is to

tell you that both The Technology Press and John Wiley release you from
any ethical obligations you may have had to us in connection with the
publication of such a book. Since you had no legal ones, this, it

seems to me, paves the way for you to negotiate with any publisher

who pleases you.

The three publishers whom we lmow to have approached you are all re-
sponsible and first-class people and we are not willing to try to
suggest to you that one or another of them would be preferable. Ve
think this is & decision you will have to reach yourself. The only
suggestion we would make is that you listen to all their proposals
before you reach your decision.

I am sending copies of this to Mesers. Houghton-Mifflin and to
Whittlesey House, both of whom heve been in touch with The Press on
this matter, so that they will be aware that we are now out of the
negotiations altogether.

Sincerely yours,

~— _4John B. Burchard

jeb/h Chairman, Board of Publications
Copies to lMr. Bradford Wiley

Mr. Faul Brooks

Mr. Edward C. Aswell



21 Pévrier 1949

DRAYN JOHN E. BURGHARD ,

Dirscteusr of Jibrairies ;
laosachusetts Inatitute of Tech-

nology
U.Sese Mass. CAMBRIDGE 39

Cher . ons ievr Burchard,

Je viens de recevoir 5 1'inatent, avac um
grand reterd, votre lettre dotde du & courant, & lajquelle Jo Ve
preszse ¢c réyonurs.

Je vous ramsrcia infiniment de Ll'suabllitd
que vous &vez en me demandsni des mouvelles ue me santd, je suls tww
& foit vétabld, et essayant de réscudre 1'avalanche des petltes dird
-cultés cue novs rencontrons jci sctuellierent pour fiire notre travel

vi'apprands aveo satisfaction le succés de
CYREANETICS dont s premidre ddition est Spulsde, et en raison des
possibilitds de veante jue vous envisage®, je comprends trés nisn gque
vous désiriez fulre une nouvelle édition. Vous me demendez, afin de
conserver l'unité de carsetdre cue nous avonsutlilisd pour cet ovvraege
tout en utiliszal les pepes 2xigiantes dans Jesguellen il ma'y a pas 4
modifizations A fsire, 2f nous pouvioneg Tualsre compofer 1es pocres 74 &
dod pour pouveir vous envoyer de fouvelles fenilles cue vous utilise-
riez avac laa antérieures nour o daudine Mition, et le temps qu'dil
aous faudrait pour faire celte conpoaition, & partir du moment ol les
pege’ eorrisdas par voo a2oins »urvieadraient entire nos mains. i

: “n réponse, je peux wus dire que nous pous
vons nous oharger \d¢ cette compositiom, et que 1'imprimeur ncus de=-

mande trois semainys pour fuire ece traveil donl le prix de revient
sersit d'enviroa 155,000 {cent trente=-cing milic) froncs frangeis.

“n ce qui concerne lz proposition gue vous
me faites et cui est plustBf une conditiun, puisgue vous me laissesz
cheisir entre deux propositions, je vous svoue que je suis un peu
étonnd pour les raisons sulvintes :

1®* les droits sur CYBIRNETICS epparticnnent & ma maison et pour
fadre plaisir su Dooteur JIINYR, nous avons accepté, sans prene
dra en considération ncs intérets, de vous accorder le droit ds re=

f
s/ e



production en .umérique d'unc édition qui diminue les possibilités
de vente dc notre édition et vous savez aussi bien que moi, la dis-
proportion qui existe entre les droits que nous allons recevoir et
les bénéfices qui en résultent de la vente de CYBIHNETICS si nous
avions 6té les seuls & pouvoir le vendre.

2® Les $015.~ (quinze cents) que nous avons convenu per exemplaire
vendu, sont 5 % sur le prix de vente g& cui est le troux normel
que nous recevons pour les traductions gque nous accoxdons gunvrale-
ment aux éditeurs 4trencers et qui nous est accordé & nous-ménes
guend les éditeurs ou nous payons un pourcentare 4gel aux autairs,

P

solt en total 10 7.

3® Dens le cas de¢ 1l'éditlon américaine de CYBHWETICS, nous vous
avons fournil gratuitement les feulllies qui vous ont servies

pour la fabrication de votre &dition, et certsinement, la Tabrica-

tion de votre édition par le procédé OFSET vous s parmi de faire une

éocononie importaente.

4° In conséguence,. nous gommes dtonnds que yous nous demsndlez de

prendre & notre charge les frals ce composition des pages Y4 &
131, pulscgue vous ncus offrez d diminuer ceite somme ou celle gue
conporterait la composition de ces papes si pour une circonst.uce
guealoongue vous les {aites fauire a lfew York. Wous sommeés =2u regret
uE ne pas pouvuir aceepier cette condition, nous acceptons que vous
continuez a felre une deuxime et une troisidme édition duns les nme-
mes cunditions des droits, szoit ¢ C.I5 coume précédemment.

J'espore, Cher konsieur Burchard, qu'em raison du
succeés d'un ouvraze qui nous appartenait en eutier et que nous avons
accepte de pertuger avec vous, nus eonditions vous paraissent norma=-
les, : .

: 1. ettendant voire réponse, je vous prie Ge me croi
re corune toujours, voire treés dévouéd



THE UNIVERSITY OFR CHICAGO
CHICAGO 37 - ILLINOIS

COMMITTEE ON MATHEMATICAL BIOLOGY

5822 Drexel Avenue

February 21, 1949

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Uepartment of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

It has been a pleasure indeed for all of us to have you as spesker
at our seminsr. I have also enjoyed tremendously your most interest-
ing lecture at the Institute of Radio Enginsers.

While it has always been gquite clear that our fields of inguiry
are frequently in parallel I only now, after your two lectures, quite
realized how close a contact there actually is between our studies.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of the Revised Edition
of my "Mathemstical Biophysics" with my regards and compliments.

We should be very happy to have reprints of any of your publications,
past and future, and shall in ocur turn be glad to keep you informed
of the progress of our work.

Mrs. Rashevsky joins me in sending our best regards.

Yours very cordially,

NR:KBS

e



Pebruary 21, 1949

Annals. of Mgthematics
"Fine Hall

Princeton University

Frinceton, New Jersey

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a paper from Shikao Ikehara of the
Tokio Institute of Technology whiégh I thought
might be of interesst to your publication.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:mz



February 21, 1949

Mr. George W. Gray ||
The Rockefeller Founi'ation
L9 West L49th Street
New York 20, New York

Dear Mr. Gray: \

The paper in question i 8 8till in the process of
publication. As soon a\ it appears, I shall sae
that you are advised. 1it should appear very

shortly, however, in the  Journal of Cellular
and Comparative Physlolo; y.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wie‘her
NWi:mz



February 21, 1949

Frofessor J. B. S. Haldane
Department of Biometry
University College, London
Gower Street, W. C. 1
London, England

Dear Haldans:

Thanks for your letter and the guotation. As to
the mathem%pical part of the book, since it came
out during my period of hospitalization, the
proof-r~ading 1s super-lousy. However, my son-
in-law=-I did tell you didn't I that Barbara has
married a young mathematician here?--has reproof-
read it for later editions and all is gas and
galters.,

I am now much sort after by publish~rs, and my
personal future looks comfortably prosperous.

If next time you see me you find me a purse-proud
representative of the new rich, please kick me,

My political pessimism is somewhat alleviated by
your better informed comment, but I still think
that we are living on this sarth on borrowed time,
and I am afrald that somebody not "unconnected with

the State Department" i1s likely to roreclose the
mortgage. FPlease take this worry as one in the
scale of years rather than months.

Best regards to all of you from all of us. If
I can get over to Europe within measurable time,
I shall, and I am prepared to take orders from
Mrs. Haldane for newt transportation.

Sincerely youﬁs,

|
Norbert Wiener

NW:mz



February 21, 1949

Professor Leopold Infeldt
Department of Mathematics
University of Toronto
Toronto 5, Canada

Dear Infeldt:

Thanks for your congratulations on Barbara's
marriage and on the success of the book. I

am writing to Wiley to see that you get a copy,

although this is by no means my first letter
to Wiley on that matter.

I hope that we shall very soon have a chance
to see one another.

Sincer~ly yours,

Norbert Wianer

NW:mz y



february 21, 1949

Mre. Sidney L. Kaye
207 Commercisl Street
Boston 13, Massachusetts

Dear Mr.Kaye:

I certalnly appreciate the appropriateness

of the picture of the "Helmamafi"for an office
devoted to Cyberngtics. It will have a proai=-
nent position covering up a portion of my
bleckboard.

Meny thanks, and I enjoyed seeing you very
much.

Bincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

N¥:az



February 21, 1949

Mr. Oskar Morgenstern

Princeton University

Depa rtment of Economics and Social Institutions
Frinceton, New Jersey

Dear Morgenstern:

I have recsived your letter with Dr. Oppenheim's
papers. Plsase tell him that I should like to
hear from him, and that he must not let his shy-
ness stand in the way of this.

I hope that I shall be able to come to Princeton
within measureable time.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:imz
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Deaf to Hear With
- Their Fingertips

A device which will enable
the deaf to “hear"” with their
finger tips is under development
at the Massachusetls Institute
of Technology.

Dr. Norbert Wiener. Professor of
Mathematics at the Institute, ex-
plained that the main sounds of a
speaker’s voice will be transmitted
by five electrical circuits to his
finger tips.

The deaf will “listen” by touch-
ing the speaker’'s hand.
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February 23, 1949

Miss Alice Adanalian

Institute of International Education
2 West Sth Street

New York L9, New York

Dear Miss Adanalian:

I have just received your letter of the 2lst.
Since corresponding with you and Professor Mitra
I find that I shall be away next fall, and I
think it will be advisable for him not to come
under my sponsorship.

In general, I have found the coordination to be

so loose between your offices and the UNESCO
authorities, that I have naver yet been able to
get any correspondence with them settled in time,
for the men to actually come and work with me.

I find that whenever I offer somebody facilitles
to work with me, the amount of correspondencs con-
cerning that person takes so long a time, I am

no longer in a position to accept the person, and
I would appreciate if if they would use other methods
in placing their personnel.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiensesr

NW:mz
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For Engineers and Craftsmen
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REZO o Laslans Hiw @i =as E
2, BREAMS BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.4
Holborn 5708, 0603 Telegrams: Publimedi, Fleet, London

M/AP/DP. 23rd February, 1549.

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Professor of lathemsatics,
lMassachusetts Institution
of Technology,

llass,

U \(.J. A

Dear Sir,

In a report through one of
our news agency buresus this morn-
ing, we understand that you spoke
last week in Chicago about a
machine that enabled the deaf
to hear and speak s code language
- the machine having been developed
by scientists of M. I. T.

Wle are publishing this note
in next week's issue of "llechaiics"
but should be grateful if you would
send as much inf'ormation as possible
to us together with illustrations,
as we should like to refer to this
more extensively in the pages of
"llechanics" .

As you will see from the en-
closed copy this Journal, which is

Ps e 0O



125 years old, records developments
in science and engineering, and we
should like to give publicity to
this importent development.

Yours faithfully,

\/\MR ,@z/\/;

bl)ITL)J.L./



February 23, 1949

Mr. John Kobler
RFD U
Westport, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Kobler:

Thank you for your letter of the fourteenth.
I will be very glad to see you during the
first week in March. Let me know what time
will be convenlent for you and I will do my
best to arrange it.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:mgz



February 23, 1949

Mr, Henry Loomis
Room 10-203
Massachus~tts Institute of Technology

Dear Mr., Loomis:

Dr. Mary Brazier who is at present a research
associate in Neuro=-pathology at the Massachusotts
General Hospital is very anxious to attend the
Convocation ceremonies here at Tech. Dr., Bfazier
is a British citizen, holds honors degrees from
London University, and is the niece of Eddington,
the great British physicist.

I would very much appreciate anything you can do

to help her get a ticket for any events--particularly

one at which Winston Churchill is to be present.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NWemz



February 23, 1949

Mr. Jeff Wylie

Time Incorporated
Statler Building

Boston 16, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Wylie:

Thank you very much for your letter and for the
play "Millennium I", Naturally I was very much
interested. I had a talephone call from the
New York office of Life today and they are
coming up to see me Saturday.

By the way, I noticed ;gg%-editorial on page
30 of the February 21 issue of Life. Are
you playing fast and Luce with us?

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



McGraw-HiLL Book CoMmpPANY:INC.

McGRAW-HILL BUILDING
330 WEST 42n0 STREET
NEW YORK 18, N.Y.

Epwarp C. AsweLL

VICE PRESIDENT February 210 s 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener

Room Z2-151

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

It was good to talk to you again on the telephone
yesterday. I am writing this note to confirm the offer I
made to you for the publication rights of your proposed popu-
lar book on cybernetics. We agree to advance you $2500
against a straight royalty of 15%. The advance can be made
payable in any way that will sult your convenience. 1 sug-
gest, tentatively and subject to your approval, that half of
it might be paid on signing the contract and the remaining
half on delivery of the manuscript.

Since our telephone conversation yesterday, I have
discussed with my colleagues the guestion you raised about
your attendance at the scientific meeting in Mexico at
Christmas. It seems to us that the advance we have proposed
is a substantial one and that it ought to be sufficient to
cover both your secretarial expenses in connection with the
preparation of the book and the expenses of the trip to
Mexico if you decide to go. If that consideration is an
important one, we can easily arrange to advance you $1250 on
the signing of the contract and then to advance you an addi-
tional $300 in December, with the remaining $950 of the
advance to be paid on delivery of the manuscript. What I
am saying here is that we have no arbitrary notions about the
way the advance should be paid. We can easily adjust the
amounts and times of payment to meet your requirements. If
there is & question of financing the trip to Mexico in some
other way than here proposed, then perhaps we may run into
some difficulty. Many of our azuthors attend meetlngs of
learned societies all over the world and you can readily see
that if we were to attempt to finance the expenses of one
such trip, we would thereby let ourselves in for similar
appeals from other guarters almost without limit. I am stat-
ing our position on this point with complete frankness because



Mc Graw-HiLL Book CoMmpany-ING.

To Professor Norbert Wiener pace  tWO oate 2/21. /1,9

I am sure that is the way you would want it; and I am also
hopeful that you will agree with us in thinking that the
proper way to finance the trip to Mexico will be out of the
advance we have offered you.

Needless to say, I shall await your decision about
the book with the greatest possible interest.

Cordially yours,



Columbia Enivergity
inthe Citp of Mew Pork

[uEv vomk 27, N, ¥.]

DEPARTMENT OF SLAVIC LANGUAGES

February 24, 1949

Prof. ¥. Wiener
Mass. Tngtitute of Technology
Boston, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener,

With the greatest pleasure I recollect our
friendly and fruitful discussions last year s feed-back
conference and your stimulsting observatlions about the
papers on linguistic analysis which John Lotz and I pre-
sented to the conference. An unhappy auto accident which
broke my legs mm& confined to a hospital for several weeks
in Decembers, and there with the greatest excltement and
enthusiasm I read your Cybernetics. It is indeed a book
which is epoch-meking. At every step I was agasin and again
surprised at the extreme parallelism between the problems
of modern linguistic analysis and the fascinating probleums
which you discuss. The linguistic pattern fits excellently
into the structures you analyze and it is becoming still
clearer how great are the outlooks for a consistent co-
operation between modern linguistics and the exact sciences.

I am very happy that soon I will be sble to
wprk in closer contact with you. Cur friend, John Lotz,
whom I consider the most gifted and best eauipped researcher
in the multifarious problems of speech sounds, will in sfew
days or weeks stop in Cambridge and wvisit you. Fe will tell
you more about us both and about our plans and projects.

Respectfully and cordially yours,

Kemmn 3"\'4'\

Roman Jakobson



245 WEST 33RD STREET
Los ANGELES (7] CALIFORNIA

PuBLISHED AND EDITED BY
THE THEOSOPHY COMPANY

February 25, 1949

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Prof, Wiener:

We are sending you under separate cover the March issue of THEOSOPHY
magazine. You will find, on pp. 237=~240, a treatment of some of the
psychological aspects of your recent work on Cybernetics. We found
your suggestions on the guestionable quality of shock treatments and
lobotomy most interesting and corroborative of our own conclusions in

that matter. ~
Sincerely,

Editors, THEOSOPHY



Dear Colleazue;

In late January, 1949, agjwaJ‘IOﬂAhMﬁﬂ“,TﬁoH 1y cke
Srith, and the Univers 1ty of Nassachusetts formed an gé hee conrlttee
to take action on the situation at the University of deshin gton. It
was our feeling that the issues in the Seattle cases were of immediate
concern tc the acuademic world.

The attached statement, sponsored by our infermal group of
varying shades of politieal helief, was signed by 100 faculty members
in Connecticut Valley colleges., It has been relessed to the press and
sent Lo the University of hnshlngtonn

Cur hope is that faculty members in other institutions may
wish %o follow a similar course of action. The impact of many under-
tekings of this sort mizht have & favorable ef'fect both upon the
University of .ashington and upen the climate of opinicn elseuhere.
Cf ccurse, you are free to use any parts of our stailement vhick you
desire.

We apprecizte that the dismissed professors are faced with
& sericus economic plight, since they are temporarily without ecploy-
ment, and confronted with an expensive and prolenged court battle to
establish their rights. Wa therefore urgs members of the academic
compunity and sereral public to contribute generonsly to their defense.
Contributions for the defznse fund of the three professcrs may be send
to wrs. Bonnie Bird Gundlach, Theatre Department, Smith College.
Northampton, Massachusetts.

Sincerely,

. L. Barber (Amherst)

J. J. Gibsen {Smith)

W. Haller Jr. {U. of Mass.)
J. 4. Seott (Amherst)

C. E. warne (Anmherst)
Perez Zagorin (Amherst)

N.B. The Town lleeting of the Air will, on Tuesday evening, l'arch lst,
discuss the question of communist teachers in colleges. Parti-
cipants will be President Allen of the University of weshington
and T, V. Smith of Syracuse University versus Presldent Taylor
of Sareh lawrence and Roger Baldwin of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. Perhaps you and your colleaguss will wish to listen
to this broadeast.



R AL TR STOGE LT3 T | #h,
STATEENT OF DONNECT l_,l T VALIEY DDUGATORS

on THE U \-.Lm GITY OF WASHTHGTON CABES

As approved aT meeting of ad hog comnittes
on January 31, 1949, and subsequently
sipned by 160 members of the faculties

of Amherst College, I't. Holyoke College,
5mith College, University of iassachusetts,
and Springfield Colleze.

On 22nd January, 1949, the President of the University of iashington announced
the dismissal of Joseph Butterworth, Associate in English, Herbert Phillips, Assls-
tant Professor of Philosophy, and Ralph Gundlach, Associate Frofessor of Psychology,
and three former members of the Communist Perty were placed on a two year probation
denying them the right to participute in outside activities celled into guestion
by the University.

Professore Fhillips and Butterworth were dismissed on the ground of their ad-
mitted membership in the Comrunist Party. FProfessor Sundlach was initially cherged
with membership in that organization, which he denied. Although no formal charpes
were presented against him for neglect of duty ani incompetence, the University =
gents dismissed him on these charges as well az on the charge of an "ambiguous
relationship” with the Communist Farty. _

Tn nore of the three cases was incompetence in the performance of professional
duty initially advenced as the basis for dismissal. To the questicn, "Is there
factually any contention to be rdvanced in this case thet any persons charged are
incompetent in the sense that they do not poszsss the necessary scholarship or
learning in their particular field?", the attorney for the University Administration
replied, "No, except as that is implied from their participatlon in the Communist
Party." (University of Wnshington Hearings, 27 Octcber - 15 December, 1942) .

All three professors have been teaching at the University of washington fer =0
years or more, At the start of the proceedings, the three men were deseribed by the
faculty Tenure Committes in their report as "without academic fault... compeient

scholars... and objective as teachers," The only subsequent challenge kased on ar



o D

sona.. incompetence was directed against Profescer Gundlach and was adegue bely
refuted by the testimony of hls Department, his colleagues asd by 'is stidents.

Dr. Gundlach,in perticular; is a leader in hls professional field. He was
elected in 1948 to the presidency of the iestern Psychological Association. He
has already received the endorsement of Presldent Ernest R. Hilgaré of the
American FPsychologlcal Associstion and many other leadin; psychologists.

The above facts make it abundantly clear that we are here concerned with a
classic case of Jismissal of admittedly qualified teachers on the sole ground of
their political beliefs and assccistions.

The ominous implleations of the action of the University of eseshinzton rust
be understood by the American acsdemie community and by all persons concerned
with the wellbeing of American democracy. The minimum concept of academie freedom
recuires that n man has the right to tecch upon the besis of his capacify and per-
formencze as an instructor irreapective of his ﬁblitical beliefs or sssceiations.
The American Association of University Professors stated in its Report of Committes

A in the spring of 1948, that, if a teacher is to be disnmissed, "the ground of

o .

that decision should not be politiecal, economic, religious, or socizl issues per s
but his professionsl conduct.®

The decision of the University of Vashington repudietes this demceratiz cone
cept, and establishes the principle that an instructor may be dismissed golelv
upon the basis of his political beliefs, and associations, without regard to
academic performance or qualifications. The University of ‘asghington has thersby
constituted itself the zuardian of politleal orthodoxy; ithas arrogated to itself
the right to decide what is and is not pelitically proper for its faculty menbers
4o think or do; it has imposed heavy disabilities upon Armerican cifizens who ever-
cise their constitutional right to belong to lepal oranizations, ineluding the

Communiet Party: it has undertaken the task of censoring ‘dangerous thoughts!'.
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The contirmustion of this policy will lead inevitably to the destruction of

free thought in American universities; it will lead %o a colorless orthodoxy

-
L |

tgafe’ ideas. Fallure to challenge this position will establish a dangerous

precedent and embelden other persens and organizations to begin a widespread

heresy hunt in dmerican academic institutions.

we believe that it weuld be a dunperous error to fight communism, fascism,

or any other authoritarionism by adopting their methods in the suppression of

freedom of inguiry snd the forbidding of the expression of heterodox ideas.
American students and teachers must never accept the principles implieit
inthe action of the University of .ashington. The undersigned, therefors, who

are cf many shades of political opinion and belief, have resolved on the followings

1. uwe express our abhorrence and repudlation of the action of the University
of sashinzton andask for the reinstatement of Frofessors Butterworth,
Phillips and Gundlach; ond ask that prebation be removed fron the three
others now subjected to it.

2. de urae students and faculties of American academic institutlons to join
with us in this fight for academic freedom.

3. The position of the dismissed professors is serious. They are without
employment or meang of support. They are confronted with e prolonged
court battle for the purpose of carrying on thelr legal defense. Ve
therefore ask menmbers of the academic community and the general public
to assist financlally.

L. This staterent shall be communicated to the FPress sand to academic persons

throughout the nation.



CONNECTICUT VALLEY EDUCATORS COCNDEMN
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON ACTION

For immediate release

One hundred educators of widely varying political views, teachers
in five Connecticut Valley colleges and universities, to-day sent a vigorons
protest to the University of Washington ageinst the Universit's action in
dismissing three professors for their political beliefs and assccintions., T
teachers, from Amherst, Mt. Holyoke, Smith, Springfield College and the
University of Massachusetts, jolned in stating:

"The ominous implications of the action of the University of Washing-
ton must be understood by the American academic community and by all perucns
concerned with the wellbeing of American democracy. The minimum concept cf
acadcmic freedom requires that a man has the right to teach upon the basis
of his capacity and performance as an instructor irrespective of his political
beliefs or associations. The American Association of University Professors
stated in its Report of Committee A in the spring of 1948, that, if a teache:
is to be dismissed, "the ground of the decision should not be political, eco-
nomic, religious, or social issues per se, but his professional conduct,.”

The educators added, "The University of Washington has thereby con-
stdtuted itself the guardian of political crthodoxy; it has arrogated to itself th
the right to decide what is and is not politically proper for its faculty
nembers to think or do; it has imposed heavy disabilities upon American citizens
who exercise their constitutional right to belong to legal organizations, in-
cluding the Communist Party; it has undertaken the task of censoring 'dangercu:®
thoughts'. The continuation of this policy will lecad to a colorless orthodoxy
of 'safe! ideas, Failure to challenge this position will establish a dangercuis
precedent and embclden other persons and organizations to begin a widespread
heresy hunt in American academic institutions."

"ije believe that it would be a dangerous error to fight communism,
fascism, or any other authorianism by adopting their methods in the suppression
of freedom of inquiry and the forbidding of the expression of heterodox idea:.-

The group asks for the recinstatement of the three dismissed men and
for the raising of funds for their legal defense. The statement was sponsored
by an ad hoc committee from the Connecticut Valley colleges and is being cir-
culated by this committee to other academic communities. The statement wos
signed by

C.L. Barber (Amherst); Robert H. Baron (Smith); Eleanor Dodge Barton (Smith);
Egow E. Berzel (Springfield); Donald Bridgeman (Springfield); Harold R. Burle
(Springficld); Edith Burnett (Smith); H. George Cohen (Smith); William G. Coie
(Smith); Phillip H. Coombs (hmherst); John A, Cooper (Springfield); G. Armour
Craig (Amherst); Hallie Flanagan Davis (Smith) David T. DeMarche (Springfiel J;
Marion De Ronde (Smith); Dorothy W. Douglas (Smith) John Duke (Smith); Haroil

U. Faulkner (Smith); Lyne S. Few (Amherst); Vavo Friumovitz (Springfield);

James J. Gibson (Smith); William W. Gibson (Amherst); William Haller, Jr. (U. of
Mass.); Anna M. Hemlin (Smith); Charles H. Hapgood (Springfield);S. Relph

Harlow (Smith); Alfred F. Havighurst (imherst); A+ N. Herring (Smith);Iva Dee
Hiatt (Smith); Clayton F. Holaway (Springficld); F. E. Hubbard (Springficld;,

D. Hambridge (Smith); Randolph W. Johnsbon (Smith); Mervin Jules (Smith); Peter
M. Keir (Amherst); Ruth Wedgwood Kennedy (Smith); Melvin Kranzberg (Arherst),
Oliver Larkin (Smith); Phyllis W. Lehmann (Smith); Alice A. Lazerowitz (Smith);
Morris Lazerowitz (Smith); Murrey B. Levin (U. of Mass.); Esther Lowenthal (5mizh,
4llen R. Kaymore (Springficld); Margarct iloxander Marsh (Smith); Anna Elizabo:h
Mensel (Smith); Thornton W. Merriam (Springfield); Neal H. MeCoy (Smith); S.
Justus McKinley (Springfield); George K. Morlan (Springficld); Helen Muchnicz
(Smith); David H. Newhall (Smith); Frederic E. Pamp, Jr. (Smith); Margaret H.
Pcoples (Smith) Jemes Pincs (U. of Mass.); Adeline S. Potter (Mt, Holyoke); k .
S. Putnam (Smith); Josephine E. Roach (Smith); llercer R. Roach (Northampton, lass,
Sergent Russell (U, of Mass,.); Oscar E. Schotte (Amherst); John A. Scott (fnberst
Margaret G. Scott (Smith); William T, Scott (Smith); Edna G. Sheerer (Smith':

F. J. Sievers (U. of Mass.) Gertrude P. Smith (Smith) Denton M. Snyder (Smit);:
John L. Steele (Springfield); Williem R. Taylor (Amherst); William S. Tayle:
(Smith); Priscilla P. Van der Pocl (Smith); Anasleta C. Vezzetti (Smith); C. 7.
warne (Amherst); C. F. Weckwerth (Springfield); Theodore A. Wiel (Springfisici;
Edgar Wind (Smith); Doris T. Wood (Springfield); F. Warren liright (Smith); reres
Zogorin (Amherst); Bonnie Bird (Smith); Katherine Lumpkin (Northampton, Mess i
Martha Taber (Smith); Dorothy Walsh (Smith); Everett Hewkins (Mt. Holyoke);
Esther Edelman (Mt. Holyoke); William G. Colby (U. of Mass.); Edgar Taber (Srisi)
Allison . Marsh (Lmherst); H.R. Hitchcock (Smith); Paul H, Gerhardt (U. of Muss)
Jean B. Gerhardt (Amherst); Paul Williams (Mt. Holyoke); 4Alan V. McGee (Mt.
Holyoke); Eleanor J. Gibson (Smith) Jean Sudrann (Mt. Holycke); Eleanor Jean
Wiebber (Mt. Holyoke); Marion Mainwaring (Mt. Holyoke); David Holden (Mt. Holyckel



February 25, 1949

Mr. Henry Loomis
Room 10-203

Dear Mr, Loomis:

My secretary Mrs. Margaret Zemurray is very
anxlious to attend the Convocation ceremonies.
I would greatly appreciate it if you could

possibly secure a ticket for her for this
event.

Sincer2ly yours,

Norbert Wienar



February 25, 1949

Professor J. R. Kline
Department of Mathematiecs
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia !}, Pennsylvania

Dear Kline:

A new book of mine has just been accepted under

conditions which will make it possible for me to
be in New York next Christmas. I have informed

Fresman, who is arranging a COybernetics meeting

jointly between the statistical and mathematics

Eroups.

Can you put the Gibbs lecture back on the schedule?

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:mz



JUNIATA COLLEGE
HUNTINGDON, FA.

THE PRESIDENT

February 26, 1949

Professor Norbert Wiener, Sc.D.
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am happy tc extend to you an invitation to deliver
the commencement address at the graduation exercises of
Juniata College on Monday morning June the 6th.

This year we are honoring our graduates in science
and mathematics because of the retirement of Professor
Norman J, Brumbaugh who has been the chairman of our
Chemistry Department and has been responsible for direct-
ing a large number of our graduates into graduate study
and places of responsibility in our national life,

We would be very happy to have you and Mrs. Wiener
visit Juniata and enjey the commencement season with us,
It is pessible for you to leave Boston on Sunday afternoon
arriving in Huntingdon late Sunday evening., Our commence-
ment exercises are at 10:30 Monday morning. You can be
back in Boston Tuesday moraing,

We can offer an honerarium of $250 for our commence=
ment address,

It would be an unusual honor for us to have you visit
Juniata in this year when you have so many invitations,

Mrs, Ellis joins me in extending our cordial greetings
to you and Mrs, Wiener,

Sincerely yours,
N 2
& ,,E)Lp___f_.—“_,:_‘,. ’L}_JLU-}“—’}

g Calvert N, Ellis
President



£6 Februsry 1949

Dear Br. Wiener,

I have read that the ability to see the obvious is
what constitutes being a genius. I have also read that you are
considerea to be a genlus. Perhaps with those qualifications,
on the word and on you, you will be able to see something that
is, to me, so obvious that any fool can plainly see it. Bo far
1 seem to be the only fool who can see it.,

I would appreciate greatly your reading and giving
some thought to the attached paper. Because of your work you are
able to think in terms of a giant electronic computer that is
extremely complex, but complex merely because it is built up of
meny relatively simple but inter-related circuits. The complexity
arises from the varying interrelationships among the circuits,
not from the individual circuits themselves or from the basic
principles underlying the computer, That computer has a source
of power thet is alternating or pulsating. The voltage and the
cycles of that current are built up, dropped, split, combined
and recombined in meny combinations but it is the same basic
electric current- is it not? :

Now- think of that electronic computer when you read
the enclosed paper on the Universe. Everyone with whom I talk
lets the number of variables, the nugber of circuits, confuse
them so that they can't seem to grasp the fact that the basic
prineiples dont change just because the numbers involved are
astronomically large.,

liy contention is that the entire Universe is like a
huge closed cirecuit, powered by & flow of pulsing or alternating
current, and all built up from a series of completely inter-
related and basically simple circuits. How could the Universe
continue to funetion if it were not a closed circuit? Can you
show me a system in nature that can so function?

No physicist has proved me wrong- though I must
confess I haven't had a chance to discuss it with many. All say-
" maybe, I am not gualified to comment, it is not all so simple"
and so en.

Sogie say that the mind bears no relationship to the
field of physics or electronies. I say "HOKUN® it is obvious that
it does. A telephone system develops amnesia or becomes uncon-
scious when it is overloaded, &n electronic tube can be repairec
by shock treatment, the memory is & system of minute closed or
spinning electronic circuits, and now I see from your book that
you too point out the similarity.

Most physicists seem to be afraid.to gemble on apply-
ing themeselves to a study of the mental. Is it because they are
afraid to risk their reputations for being "practical™ men,on a
geawble thet there are more powers lying dormant in the mind of
man then there are lying dormant in just one of the atoms that
compose that mind?

Physicists led the fight, spent thelr time and the
nation's resources, and risked their reputaetions to unleash the
powers of the atom. Why aren' t they willing to do this again
when their efforts may well repay the debt they owe to society

g



to unleash the power to control the atom~- the power of the mind%
Is it that they lack the moral courage?

8ir,ycu have the background, the ability, and surely
you can spare the time to give serious thought to the entire
.subject of the mind- to all menifestations of its esbilities be
they awekened or dormant abilities.

You also heve the stature to demand the attention of
your fellow scientists. I am merely an employee in the Office of
the Secretary of Defense- one among many. I have been unable to
get eny official steps taken along.this line because I do not have
the technical knowledge in either physics or psychology- or any of
the fields dealing with the mind; my spccialty is organization.
It elso seems that everyone who could push this- whom I know -
is either to busy to give it time or is too- well- fearful of
ridicule to go into it sufiiciently to see the potentialities.

It is not inconceivable that I am risking my job by
working on this subject, even though I do it in my spare time,
the vagaries of public opinion being as they are. Won't you risk
& little time and chance a little ridicule to see if you can
help- &s I am sure you can. After all, there was no proof that
the atom could be made to release its powers until after that
first bomb exploded at Almo Gordo.

321 N, “icholas 8t. . Sincerely yoursg,
Arlington, Virginia _ /




JOHN KOBLER
R. F. D. NO. 4
WESTPORT, CONN.

Feb. 26, 1949

Dr., Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Tnstitute of Technol gy
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Thank you so much for your prompt reply. T find
that In tacklirg this subject T have bitten off such a
mouthful, I would dowsll to sperd the next two or three
weeks in study and reading, if I em to approach you
withany sort of intellipgence . May T, therefore, undertake
this period of self-education 2 I will then give you
warning of my visitg

é}:éﬁcerelz yours,

John Kobler



MAI{CELLE FR}\N KEN, LITERARY REPRESENTATIVE

KRR R e R R b x X PHILADELPHIA 3, PA.
% srg, Andrew Weldener

157 Maple wood Avanue

Germantown, Phila. 44, Pa.

Rlttenhouse 6-7067

New Yorx OFFICE:

LARNEY GOODKIND, AssociATE
155 EAST 407n STREET, N. Y. 16
Murray HiLL 6-1272

Feb. 27, 1949

Mr., Norbert Weiner
Mass. Inst. of Technology
Cambridge, 39, Mass.

Dear Mr, Welner:

As you probably know, I am associated with Larney

Goodkind as a Literary Representative.

origindal 1y came to him through me.

Your manuscript

I know, of course, that you have had some corespondence
with him about it. I hope that your association with

him will prove of walue.

In view of the fact that your work came to his attention
through me, I would like you to know that I am discontinuing
my activities in the literary agency field. However,

I wish you the best of luck with your writ ing and hope one

day to find it between covers.

Should you ever come to Philadel phia, I would enjoy

meeting you.

With cordial good wishes,

Sincerely,

‘-]FERAUETFEEWWU%{

Marcelle Franken



HORACE M. KALLEN, 66 WEST TWELFTH STREET, NEW YORK 11, N. Y.

February 27, 1949

Dear Norbert,

Well, at last I have read your Cybernetics, and

I have found 1t very exciting. I don't want to assume
that 1t 1s impossible to say all you have to say without
the use of mathematics, such as you do use in the mlddle
chapters. DBecause such an assumption would mean that you
are putting the Inwardness of the 1dea beyond the reach
of the average educated man, and I certalnly think that
for his good as well as the good of the cause, the idea
could well become a part of his funded mentality.

There are a number of things that bother me on
which I should be glad to have your comment. One is the
specification of meaning that you give the word, free, its
compounds and derlvatives; the relation of "chance" to
determinism; and precisely what you mean by the phrase
"Information 1s information," when you talk about the
connectlion between cybernetics and materialisme.

I particularly relished your warning to the
soclal scientists.

If you ever get out a revised edition of the book,
you might add to 1t an index and a glossary of technical
terms Including mathematical ones, which the mathematician
uses automatlcally but which give the layman pause.

If T don't get down to Boston before you come up

to the Conference 1n May, I will see you then and I hope



you can plan just to slt down with a drink for a long talk.
Agaln congratulations on a very hopeful achieve-
ment.

Keep well and have fun.

Cordlally yours,

%{. uLc- yC;lleuA

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Instltute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Magsachusetts



CABLE ADDRESS:
CHESTUBE

SOUTH CHESTER TUBE COMPANY

MILL. AND GENERAL OFFICE

CHESTER, PA,

February 28, 1949

Dr. Norbert Wiener, Professor of Mathematics
Magsachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Bir:

I have read a recent news article in regard to a hear-
ing aid which has been developed under your direction.

We are anxious to do all we can for a young man in our
organization whose deafnese seems to be beyond the
reach of the usual hearing ald and I would appreciate

any information which may be available in regard to
your device,

Yours truly,

LAE: mg



MR. JAMES M. LENT
68 PARENT HILL ROAD
MODSUP, CONNECTICUT

2/28/49.

Dear Doetor Weiner:
Thank you very much for your

recent acknowledgement and for passing along te 1ts
Preper headquarters my request for tickets.
I have since received a letter

from your Mr.Henry Loomis advising the situatien and
1ts diffiecul ties. Be they as they may-I do have hopes

that I shall be able to bérsonally attend se significant
an eccaslion,

C.D.Howe was before your time-
the University eof Dalhousie got him from M.I.T.-he was
my prefesser in draughting back 1a 1913-2nd is now a
person of top importance in anada,

In ma ays I am deeply interested.




ARMIOLUR RESEEARLCH FOUNDATION

OF ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY CENTER, CHICAGO 1E

February 28, 1949
IN REPLY

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING RESEARCH REFER TO:

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Gambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We wish to thank you for the interesting and stimulating
talk on Sensory Prosthesis presented before the Chicago Section of
the Institute of Radio Engineers on February 18. The audience was
much larger than that usuelly obtained for IRE meetings. The great
interest of those present was well demonstrated by the unusually
large number of questions asked.

We have had numerous calls from those present expressing
their appreciation of the program and from those that missed it
stating that they regretted missing it after hearing their friends
talk about it. Also a member of the Foundation staff was in
Brentano's book store the following Saturday and found that several
additional sales of Cybernetics resulted from this talk.

Yours very truly,

LA Sl

. E. Schulz, Chairman
eetings and Papers Committee
ilca ro Section, I.R.E.
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FOUNDED TO RENDER A CONFIDENTIAL RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTAL ENGINEERING SERVICE TO INDUSTRY



