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A SEMINAR CN
STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

The publication of Limits of Growth* has stimulated world-wide
te at all levels inp national and internatienal institutions. The
antiative issues raised by Limits of Growth have received little
attention, however, in formal studies of possible future directions for
soclety. Such urgent issues which deserve attention are:

What exactly is an "equilibrium" or "steady-state" society?

ow can wasteful consumption be reduced in a post-industrial
seciety? -

How is the transition to "dynamic equilibrium" brought about,
politically and economically?

What value structures and motivations does a "steady-state"
society imply oxr require?

What are the econcmic issues involved in a stable popula-
tion, full employment, scarce resource allocation, and the
allocation of public goods?

What are the educational needs to bring about the transi-
tion and what are the goals and characteristics of educa-
tion in an equilibrium society?

What historical examples of "steady-state" societies exist
and how are they relevant to a modern post-industrial
society?

It is the purpose of the M.I.T. seminar to deal with the
an equilibrium society in an imaginative and creative way,
ce a significant contribution to the literature on the pos-
ies for a modern equilibrium society.

The M.I.T. seminar to be held weekly will continue through
the full academic yeaz. It will be limited to about 15 participants
with preference being given to graduate students at M.I.T. and Harvard.
A requirement will be demonstrated ability to write. Each term the
participants will be expected to write a major paper on some aspect of
the subject. This will require original work because the literature
is so sparse. It is hoped that the best papers may be published to-

r in a book in mid 1973. It is possible that a 2-3 week summer

in 1973 may be organized to bring together a number of the
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seminar particivants and others to wakc an assessment of the state of
knowledge and the pr ms of research and experimentation which are
needed--in the manner in which the SC P nd SMIC studies were made at

Williamstown and Stockholm in 1970 and .1971.

Details are a
Grad. A - 9 units
63 (Special Studies in Mansagement)
for Sustainable Growth
ednesdays 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

First meeting Wednesday, 13 September. It will be assumed
that those attending will have read "LIMITS OF GROWTH."

an Bulliding, 50 Memorial Drive, Room 52-365

)“GFEIEHCL given to graduate students from M.I.T. and
Harvard. Total number aoout A5

lephone 253-1573

(relevant CV attached)
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'72-73 INNOVATIVE THINKING

Strategies for Sustainable Growth

A DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE STRATEGIES WHICH COULD BE USED IN PLANNING SIGNIFICANT SOCIETAL
REORIENTATION FROM A STATE OF UNMANAGED GROWTH TO A STATE OF DYNAMIC EQUILIBRIUM

The principal conditions of a stable society—one that can be sustained indefinitely
while giving optimum satisfaction to its members—are: (1) minimum disruption of eco-
logical processes; (2) maximum conservation of materials and energy—or an economy
of stock rather than flow; (3) a population in which recruitment equals loss; and (4) a
social system in which the individual can enjoy, rather than feel restricted by, the first
three conditions. From “Blueprint”

The principal defect of the industrial way of life with its ethos of expansion is that it is

not sustainable. Its termination within the lifetime of someone born today is inevitable—
unless it continues to be sustained for a while longer by an entrenched minority at the
cost of imposing great suffering on the rest of mankind. We can be certain, however, that
sooner or later it will end (only the precise time and circumstances are in doubt), and
that it will do so in one of two ways: either against our will, in a succession of famines,
epidemics, social crises and wars; or because we want it to—because we wish to create a
society which will not impose hardship and cruelty upon our children—in a succession of
thoughtful, humane and measured changes. @ From ‘‘Blueprint”

THE CURRENT SITUATION

---The graphs above illustrate one interpretation of how the ‘“world system’’, as we know
it, is reacting to our present values as they are expressed by the policies we practice as a
society, and we are offered a set of alternatives to change these policies.

---No one individual or group is responsible for the world, and few of us ever think on such
a large scale. But modern civilization is having an impact on many parts of Spaceship
Earth.

---More and bigger are not always better, and in order to get more and bigger we

recklessly strive to maximize short-term benefits at a growing risk to our long-term
survival.

---Humanistic cultural values are far more enduring than resource-wasteful status
symbols, and are in harmony with the commons.

---If we have an obligation to ourselves and those who follow us, we have an obligation to
determine what kinds of growth are harmful and must be adjusted in order to maximize
our chances for a dynamic and challenging global equilibrium.

THE CHALLENGE

It is time that we do serious creative thinking about how mankind can reach a dynamic
equilibrium with his environment and himself.
How can we act to restore our environmental ‘‘commons’’, and then keep it intact?

THE RESPONSE

And as we do this, what are the realistic implications of a world which is in transition
from unmanaged growth to dynamic equilibrium—

—ethically? —institutionally ?
—socially? —agriculturally?
—politically? —industrially?

—technologically?
—culturally?

TERM GTABILITY? 2
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A SEMINAR CONTINUING THROUGH THE ACADEMIC YEAR 1972-73 (15.963 in fall semester)

PARTICIPATION LIMITED TO ABOUT 15 WITH PREFERENCE FROM MIT AND HARVARD
TIME — 3:00 to 5:00 PM WEDNESDAYS

PLACE — ROOM 52-365, SLOAN BUILDING, 50 MEMORIAL DRIVE
PROFESSOR — CARROLL L. WILSON




