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CITY OF CGAMBRIDGE
i MASSACHUSETTS

ALFRED E. VELLUCCI
MAYOR

PRESS RELEASE

On Wednesday night at 7:00 P.M., the Cambridge City Council and the people of
Cambridge will come to grips with a critical problem.

It appears likely that Harvard University is intent on building a containment
labratory that will eventually be used for experimentation in recombinant genetics.

I will keep an open mind at this public hearing, but I am not afraid to'say that
as of now, I am against this project.

When you combine genes in a new way, you have no sure way of knowing what will come
out of the experiment. If the new organism is infectious, and if it escapes from the
lab, then we would have a problem that may well be beyond our control. This is at the
heart of my reference to Frankenstein. We may make a creation that slips beyond control
and turns around to destroy the creator. An extremely small microorganism can be just
as destructive as a full scale monster.

The scientists can make no hard and fast guarantees; how could they when they are

dealing with the unknown? I represent the people of Cambridge and I have a solemn re-
sponsibility to protect the public health and welfare. :

I am not against the pursuit of knowledge. As a pratical man I realize that re-
combinant DNA work will continue elsewhere if not here. I only ask that this work be
done in a maximum security labratory in an isolated area of the United States, not in
one of the nations most densely populated cities.

Public officials as well as the general public must be encouraged to participate
in the debate that surrounds this work. Science is at a major threshold; it now is
beginning to explore ways to alter the course of evolution, Natural selection may be
replaced by the infusion of human design. We all stand to be effected by the outcome
of this bold venture into the brave new world.

The questions involved are truly profound, and now they are with us, With little :
warning or fanfare, the future has arrived. Certainly the public has a right to participate
in decisions which affect its destiny.
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ORDER OF EVENTS FOR PUBLIC HEARING OF JUNE 23, 1976

The sole purpose of this hearing is for the City Council and the people
of Cambridge to hear testimony concerning the possible construction of a special
containment labratory at Harvard College which is intended to eventually be used
for experimentation in genetic recombinarze.

No decision will be made at tonight's meeting; this is a public hearing, the
purpose of which is solely to gather information.

The Council will decide at a later date, and at a reqgular Council meeting,
what action if any it wishes to pursue in this matter.

It is in the interest of all concerned if we recognize and adhere to the
following agenda: _ ; 2 72

1. Presentation by the University's delegation. (30 minutes maximum.)
2. Questions from members of the Council only.

Questions of FACT only from members of the Council and from the public

upon recognition by the Chair. (Neither arguments nor opinions are in
order at this time; this period is to settle questions of fact only.)

Arguments, by the public, upon recognition by the Chair, in _FAVOR of the
University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.)

Arguments, by the public, upon recognition by the Chair, in OPPOSITION
to the University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.)

It is helpful if all specakers are as frank, succinct, and brief as possible
in their remarks, given the ten minute time limit.

The subject matter before the Council tonight is important to all of us; no
one person or group has a monoply on the interests at stake. Whether this research
takes place here or elsewhere, whether it produces good or evil, all of us stand
to be affected by the outcome. As such, the debate must take place in the public
forum, with you,the public, taking a major role.

I thank you for your interest and cooperation.
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MIT-HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS
PHOTO ACCESSION FORM

- ARCHIVES ke ' MIT-HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

SOURCE Recombinant DNA Controversy Collection

ACCESSION # : PHOTO 4

" FOLDER TITLE Cambridge City Council,
Public Hearing, June 23, 1976

FOLDER #

COMMENTS Print and negative. of photograph ~ COMMENTS
taken from a videotape of the hearing.

Subject of the photograph is a placard

being held up in the gallery, saying

"NO RECOMBINATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION".

- DATE 901470 % DATE
NAME Roland Madany ; g ‘ _NAME
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The sole purpose of this hearing is for the City Council and the people
of Cambridge to hear testimony concerning the possible construction of a special
containment labratory at Harvard College which is intended to eventually be used
for experimentation in genetic recombinance.

No decision will be made at tonight's meeting; this is a public hearing, the
purpose of which is solely to gather information.

The Council will decide at a later date, and at a regular Council meeting,
what action if any it wishes to pursue in this matter.

It is in the interest of all concerned if we recognize and adhere to the
following agenda:

1. Presentation by the University's delegation. (30 minutes maximum.)
2. Questions from members of the Council only.

Questions of FACT only from members of the Council and from the public

upon recognition by the Chair. (Neither arguments nor opinions are in

order at this time; this period is to settle questions of fact only.)
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Aréument , by the pub]fc, upon recognition by the Chair, in FAVOR of the
University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.

Arguments, by the public, upon recognition by the Chair, in OPPOSITION
to the University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.)

It is helpful if all speakers are as frank, succinct, and brief as possible
in their remarks, given the ten minute time limit.

The subject matter before the Council tonight is important to all of us; no
one person or group has a monoply on the interests at stake. Whether this research
takes place here or elsewhere, whether it produces good or evil, all of us stand
to be affected by the outcome. As such, the debate must take place in the public
forum, with you,the public, taking a major role.

I thank you for your interest and cooperation.
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I would like to say a few words about why I am opposed to this con=

L

tainmant facility being built in the City of Cambridge and at the Diol=

3 Harvord),

ogival Laboratomes.\

The work on what is called recombinant DIIA that is proposed to go on

involves talking
in that laboratory imfxmx pgenes fram higher organisms and putting them

into bacteria, usually B. coli, a bug that lives in our gut, in the guts

of all our domestic animals, of birds, insects, in the soil, in water =

you name it, it's theres In other words, it lives in us and all around

use Ordinarily it and we live together happily and don't give each other
[

any trouble. Occasionally something goes wrong, and L. coli causeg diseasees
s '

-

A transfer of genes from higher to lower organisms occurs rarely, if

Al VS

ever, in nature. We therefore have no way of evaluating the sa.fet.y of these-
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new kindf of /’\ But we do know that genes/act differently wien
they are mmdodkm in different envirommentse. Ve therefore carmot predict

how the genes of . coli will act when foreipn genes are put into it or
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how the fore:.gn genes are goinﬂ' to act in E. coli. 3 ,._9 \ U/ r‘O'\ (Al

,\D\.\ Bite : et 4 rfz:_‘\Uu}zsNQ quh »-{
L—A»% !Squ‘id %.JEM C@_u TN Jc&_ LR " p
posed that

Now, it is pro lese experiments be done in "conta..l.tmon'b“
i‘acill'b:l.ﬁes, but everyone aprees that such facilities cannot in fact

"contain" B, coli because it will inevitably be carried out by the people
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who work with it -- on thier cloths, in their hairy on their skin, in
their throats and will be comunicated Ly them to other peoples oW kit

s vogallie ‘ :
gis quite possible that these people /{ill not gt sick from these Ee coli,

but that when they come in contact m_th people Adae-—havn_{;uat—iak ten-
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,da;Lnom:se’oi!-pemcllJJn t-ha‘b k:Llls all the bactefla in the.u:' gut a.nd are
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W;jus‘b in process of developing a new bacterial culture)in»%eé:n-intasi.ine.,_

that they will take up large numbers of these new strains and will get
(
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therefore is to be extremely cautious until we know mores And part.:.cularly‘( >
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with coli. Decause if a dangerous strain gets going, since it can live in w—

1 w0 O ‘
3\._&\_\,30 manyrilaces and can multiply rapidly, it can get all over the place
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before w e even lknow that a—dangerous-strairrlias got-going. ¢ M@ﬂ‘
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Therefore, I believe tha t if this kind of experimentation is to go

on, it must happen in one or a fe w highly monitored £x research facilities il
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WWWM and not in big cities full of peoplee

If these experiments ese~zdowed-bo o on at llarvard, they will 70 on at

o
many penx universities and commercial laboratories across the country,

these so-called containment facilities will proliferate and thére will be
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no way of monitoring what happens,( A
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1.
IN CITY COUNCIL

Mayor Velluecci June 1k, 1976

WHEREAS:
Harvard University is seriously considering a program of experimen-
tation in genetic recombinance, and

WHEREAS:
Simply stated, this means that they will be creating new microorganisms
that are nothing less than new forms of life, and

WHEREAS:

It is conceivable that these new life forms could create a serious
threat to the public health if they got out of the lab area, lead to
disease, and were not subject to known techniques of control, and

WHEREAS: |
Some extremely capable biologists feel that this experimentation
poses a more serious threat than the dangers from radiation, and

WHEREAS:

The building where the experiments will take place might be ant and
roach infested, thus increasing the likelihood that these microorganisms might
escape and lead to infestation, and '

WHEREAS: .
Cambridge residents would be the first to be affected if this danger
materialized, therefore be it

ORDERED:
That the City Manager immediately and without delay call for a public
hearing on this matter to be held within two weeks, and be it further

ORDERED:
That President Bok, Dean Rosovsky, informed biologists, the Director
of the Cambridge Hospital, and any interested citizens be invited so that
. this matter can be aired before the public.
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The sole purpose of this hearing is for the City Council and the people
of Cambridge to hear testimony concerning the possible construction of a special
containment labratory at Harvard College which is intended to eventually be used
for experimentation in genetic recombinance.

No decision will be made at tonight's meeting; this is a public hearing, the
purpose of which is solely to gather information.

The Council will decide at a later date, and at a regular Council meeting,
what action if any it wishes to pursue in this matter.

It is in the interest of all concerned if we recognize and adhere to the
following agemda:

1. Presentation by the University's delegation. (30 minutes maximum.)
2. Questions from members of the Council only.
3. Questions of FACT only from members of the Council and from the public

upon recognition by the Chair. (Neither arguments nor opinions are in
order at this time; this period is to settle questions of fact only.)

4. Arguments, by the public, upon recognition by the Chair, in FAVOR of the
University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.

Arguments, by the public, upon recognition by the Chair, in OPPOSITION
to the University's position. (10 minutes maximum for each speaker.)

It is helpful if all speakers are as frank, succinct, and brief as possible
in their remarks, given the ten minute time limit.

The subject matter before the Council tonight is important to all of us; no
one person or group has a monoply on the interests at stake. Whether this research
takes place here or elsewhere, whether it produces good or evil, all of us stand
to be affected by the outcome. As such, the debate must take place in the public
forum, with you,the public, taking a major role.

I thank you for your interest and cooperation.
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EDCE. YELLUCCL
Mayor




