December l, 1753

Research Proposal
The Center for Urban and Regirnal Studies propeses to gonduct tha following
research project, Tt will deal with the relation of tha individual to the urban

physical envirorment as directly nareaived by the various penses.

Hypothesist
The follewins hypothesis 1s set upj alternative formulations will be developed

in the coursa of the studyr
(1) That there are important neychologieal satisfactions to be derived from
the sensuous form of the vrban enviromment, and that the presence or
lack of these satisfactions affect the sctions, emotional state, and

nleasnre of the citisen.

(2) That the basic satisfactions in our culture include at least the followingt

|

(a) A gortain unity, connectadnesss, or organigation in the urban
envirorment, @llowing the inhsbitant %o sense tae rwhola,
oriemt himself within 1%, end grasp the relation of part te

rthola,

A wigh level of meaning in the physical forms of narte mnd
whole, exprassive of their particular natures and funotions,
alowine the user to "read" tho oity easily, and to feol that
14 18 "warm," interesting, that it has character or 1s wall

adapted o human ends,

A wide renpe of intensities of sotivity and communicatdon in
vyerlous parts of a eity, this variety =o 1inkad topethar and
mtually set of f that each individual can choose the intansity
he desires, yet can slways sense the total range and o&n move
sasily from one level to amother, achleving & rhythm of stimuius

and relaxation, communication and privacy, constrainty snd freadom,
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Ubjectives
The obhjective of the project would be to test and develop this hypothesis,

and to suggest new urban forms which might better sorve the indicated satisfactions,
The project would be carried out as a seriss of closely-related subeprojectst
(1) Make e survey of the literaturc in psychology and esthetica which bears
on the hypothesis, preparing a definitive bibliography and summarizing

tha mlevant theories.and data,

Carry ont two investigations tied to existing urben areas, Two areas
wonld be ohosen, both ineluding residence and some more intensive use,
gneh as a shopring center, HNeither should be too large nor too far

from the Conter at M,T,T. for convenient study, As far as possible, sach
ghonld honse ap reximately the same economie and social class, prefersdly
nelther high nor low on the seales The physical enviromments should
differ, however, a8 to presumed amonity, ond at least one of the areas
shonld be 4ynical of a developed urb:n section in the U, S. Central
Square, Cembridge, and p are
tentatively recomwendad, In these two arsas, the following subeprojects

would be earried outi

(a) Analyse the form of the given area: visual, auditory, eto.

Trained observers would be used to prepsre & vocabulary of
the elaments of this plece of the urban environment, and to
interpret their interrelations in terme of the hypothesiss
There, in the course of the general study, certain elements
nrove to have critical impaet on the citiszen, they wonld be
studled in detail, with careful descriptions and an analysis
of the simnificant past decisions and forees which detarmined

their uwse, form, and location,
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(b) Analyme the reactions of a sample of residents of the area
to the assumed satisfactions, Psychological techniques would
be used, such as depth intérviews, thematic apperceptionm,
pecords of activity, eto, The same methods would elso be
employed to indicate what uriben alements are of critical
importance in terms of frequency or strength of impact,
&nd to' test powers of discriminetion in perceiving the environ=
mente Fossibly, the tests may explore the total emotional atti=
tude toward the oity of there particular pecple, or be precedad
by pilot interviews with persons widely seattered over the eily
as a wholes
(3) As particular conclusions or protilems sppear, skilled designers would be
employed to davelop new forms for urban use which might better satiefy
the peychologieal requirements. These new forms would be checked against
the eriteria developed, and also tested for their impact on the previonsly-
employed samples of ares residents, Testing would be by means of modals,
visuel represcntations, or othar techniques to be devised according to

the purpose of the test.

Timing:
The total project ia estimated to require a period of two years. During the

first year, subeprojects 1 and 2a would be ascomnlished and 2b initiated. In the

second year, subeproject 2b would be completea, gnd 3 accomplisheds

Staff Requiremniss
Staff requirements are estimated as followsi

(1) Two present members of the te;‘anh‘.lnr, gtafl, Professors Kepes and Iynch, the
yisve
one wresently teaching ‘mmbe desim, the other eity planning, Both would
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require release for half-time work on the proje=ct, being in joint charpe
of the total snterprise and entering into 2ll the sub=projects in greater

or less degree,

Three other prineipals, of high professional ocaliber, to be brought in

from outside on & halfetime arrangementt
(a) A peychologist, to direct sub=project 2b, and to participate in

1l and 3,
(b) A desimmer, to direct subeproject 3, and to partieipate in 22,

(c) A cemeraman, photographer or modelmaler, to accomnlish the basie

work in subeproject 2a, and to participate 'in 3,

In additien to the above principals, two or three part-time assiztnts
would also be required from time to time in various aspects of the work,
Thay wou'd be recruited prineipally from graduste students in planning,

archi t=cture,; or psychology.
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