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It seamy wa shartsd oubt,et the corner of BDarkeley angd Boylston and walksd up Boylston
toward tha Public Gardens. The firat) block was ﬂhf%a on elthar side. They were depart-
ment stores, olothing stores on the righthand side, and on the lefthand side there were
travel agsncies for shipping comp&nies. The shops on both sides were ty much of a type,
all first floor shops, with varlous colored signs, VNost of the colors O tha bulldings
were rather Iéar!-., green, gray, black, The gtreet -.ma"‘n'f-'fda, and there was a falr amount

af people huFrying up and down, The traffid was heavy. Above the firat storles where the
ahopa were located -- well, the bulldings weren't *r&? high, they were warious haigﬁbﬂ,

and I think there was praatically nothing to tham excopt for the ahops on tha, first stories,
At the end of tha first block there was a large light-colored building, the [lington Bldg.
or somsthing like that, For it'a size it wes quito handsome =- give aredit

Then we turned left onts Arlington 3, This was alongnide the Publie Gardens, I don't
pemember what was on the left side, some sort of stores, Well, the left was nothing
diffarent from what we had beei seeing and the right wesa the Publie Gardens.,

<
Then we went down the next street., I don't know what it was. Bat there same of the shops
ware more like Bonwit Teller. They were nearly all dress shops, ms I remember, Rather
slagant looking buildings., Individuelly, they would have been rather prefty. The architee-
ture was pleasant, well ecut £ 1I'd say,. Gan 17 1t wngh vary elegant looking shopping
Matriot, There was a fldwel shop and a book'ftore. On the laft side of the stroet I don't
pemember what was there., I don"i think there were any stores at all, in fact,

e got to the end of that block &nd turned left agaln, Banw t'ﬁm the right. A very
elezant looking store. On the left nothing in partioular, seemed rather nondescript,

Then we walked up a little alley between the two atreets. I remamber looking =t the back
of wvarious businesses, There secmed to be u}.ip*_.;in"_? offices on the right, or rathor travel
offiesa for shipping companies. There was a odffora shop on the laft,

Moatly marbage cans af 3he street, A few cars Wkt through while we were there...Cne thing
I missed was the parkifz lot as we went down the stroet parallel to Boylston St, - that was
o our left, set in emong the bulldings, not very large. . . i/e passed &moag the garbage
eans, and a few were tumed out, the contents spilled out,

We finally grossed Arlington 8%, into the Public Gardens, whiech wes plorious in winter,
Sogie people wers strolling arcund, s8oge skating on the pond., Generelly, kkm it was g¢o ared
with anow, with 2 number of bare treds around , gnd penorally 1t was B very Gleasant
winter scege. In the baskgrgund wers big buil@ings on the obther side of Tremont Sts, and
the State .:ousa,"'ﬁha Traveler bullding, and several others which made an {mpressive looking
bagicground, 8¢ on ths whole it was a very eyg-catehing scene, In the Fublic Cardens

there were sope teon-ape kids, wenpring jaems?-etc.

Otherwise riost of the people we ron agrosg nﬂ:mﬁn be == wo ran into a surprisingly small
aumbor of people %o begin with, I would have expeoted 2 lot more shoppers., Yerhaps rany
placew are closed on Sat,, but I can't remember whaether most of them were men Or wamen.
Everyone seemed rossonably well dresaed but certalnly nok partioularly distinguished looking
or refined ir their dreos, umong their everyday elothas, Thare were a souple of Contral Sq.
types, kind of ragmed olothea. Bat all I real 1y pamember up and dasn Boylston 3t,. ‘in that
area were men in what looked like buainess suits and overcoats, and women dressed as if
they were out shopping, We bardly saw anyone at all on Mewbury G5t, I guess I dldn't
notise any 4differance though,
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(Bafldings?) There wers some visible in the disbtenge that 1 recognized, like N,E. Mutual
Hall, which is an ex mia,,.,u looking wuilding. I like its white stone very much. It stands
out from the snrrounding inaiditian t-a the fact that its functions ere very desirable
to the c¢ommunity. saw the Hancook™3ldg, ome of the largest in 3cston, ypry L mpreasive
looking in ite settlng. There wore .ia"ft::'I'r.-Q. churchea, I don't nk Trinity Ghurﬂb was
leept I 41dn"t notice 1t. There were 2 churshes on Newbury St., ons sort of
the othor, but both of distinetly church architesture, Ths architescture vwas a
degoretive, a little mare frilly; very pleasant looking in ordin&ry surroundings,
: opdinery architeoture sush as homes or businesses. Thare was a largze
Q" visibtle in the direction of the Common ag we walked up Boylaton 8%,
Chers wers savgral buildings in back, Yisibls soross the Common,
I q'w .~?'+- ,],J,. a of the 5tata Housa,

(3ounds) i 1l that's something I missed altogether. It seems to me it was quite nolsy
as we walked up thé léttle alley, but I don't remember what the somds were from, Several
oarg carme along honking: It was very gulet oo NHewbury -."mt.r:-.ﬁd the Public Tardens, When we
grogesed Arlinzton 5t. there was a lot of treffie. Trafflo is about all 1 can sesnm $O re-
pember. 1 oan't remember any particulsar sounda, of people talking, for exzample,

i S
(Smells) Cold winter air, ns might have expscted smells when we wers walking up the alley,
with the sarbage, but I can't ramember of any particular. There was the smell of pgarbage
aa we walked by one particular overturned garbage oan.

S/

1o shops we passed by had signs in froot. Some of them were tha flat, metal
type thot lay flush against the surface of the stars; others ware the hanping gisns that
jutted out into the street: They were all various colors, Frobably some ware nson and
some weres just painted on. In that respeot the signs, shops and froats were vary much like
Oentral 9q.. It was like looking at the Harvard Bazaar and the area around that,
The area on Newbury St. was conspilouows ly devoid of siszns. Some of the shops there just had
the nams of the shop lettered fn small letters on the glass window. There wera no large
gigns that I gan remember, Then there was a sign in front of Sonwit Teller, I pan't
ranenbar just vhat its natura weas.

(Signa) ALl &

7 +7
(Strest furniture, sidewalk) Bspecially Boylston St., and algo the others, wore eomfortably
wide for traffic. The allsy was just one lane, The sidewalks were also quite wide, at laast
on Boylaton <E, It looked like {:"uinﬂ.,v conarote Jif’ﬂml.:. As far as I remember, all tae
sidewzlis were conerste, The roads were all hlacktop and they looked in good repair, clean,
s & There weg ope majilbox 1 m;:mﬁw, but pothing elsa, Sometimes there sre ____ but
nothing of that gort here, mnt Perhaps bus-stop signs tut 1 don't remember.

(e aren?) I'A say there were probebly thres. One was the shopping distriet between
Copley Sq.« and the t"cnu:.:u. or the Fublie Gardens = largely olothing stores, no food or
hardware store, gEsoline stations or things like that -- olofhing stores end the shipplog
offioes, renl cstabs u;fiuua und insurance companies., Most of them wers not wory elogant
ghopa, bu$ perhaps middle-olass shops. sanother area wes the more exj enaive drazs shopa

end -"::::u::-:ﬁ'-.a which was closer t.u the residential area, which I guess would be on Beacon St,
and Commonwealth Ave, The third area was the Fublic Gapdens, with an atmosphare of 1ts own,.

(Any partioular eharacber bto theso areast) To some extent it hed & particular character,

It was a quiet Lusiness section., There were no #ood shops, grosery or fruit store= for
axampla, For the most part it wus the type of shopping area that would be fairly aocceptable
around & presidentinl district. Today, at least, it had a very quiet air about 1t; not a
lot of bustle or braffle on Boylaton 3t. 1t may have besen just passing through from Copley
Sq, downt T Those 2 things - the general guietnesse and the relatively elsgant tones of
the businesf®Here 2 cherscteristias,

(A sense of order) Thare wes some unity in the architecture, Not really that either,
In faot there was soxe disunity if anything, which ranged from the Ceorgian t,rp-n or ¢ylind
front to the bloek, square-cut kind, which was dominatt along Newbury St
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There was even the kind of shops along Bovlston Ot. whiech hardly had any distinguishable
type of architectura. They're all mostly shop front. So I gusss there would bs anything
but wnity in mrehitecturs there. (Bubt oo disordar?) Well, thare waan't viclent disorder.
Cartainly thare's much more architectural disorder to be found in many parts of the ecity,
Nona' af the bSuildings looked comspietously olfl or i1l kept, for example, nor partieulsrly
ancient in their style of areh, None of them wers wooden like some of the tulldings in
Cambridze, and none of them wers pertisularly modern. So I wouldn't onll it ponspicuoualy
disopdared, and of course thora's a rathor \'.jl‘:_.fj.l_l,.i.lf transition, In any particular block

-

the arsh, was wnifarn exocepb for on oocasiopal church or BEomething like, As we walked

from one block t0 another, of course, the areh. changed.

{(How would this seetion fit im with your concepbion of Hston7?) I would say it sms jusb
gne of several arets, [As you protty much elicited by your questions, it was got in the
osptor of 3 areos. Tut 1t seemed L0 be just a transition among different areas of the
eity, and each one in its vay was one that is well known as belonging %o Boston, s0 I would
say 1t fust represefited plecas of 5 different sections of the city through its owm
charactar,

(Any partioular Poston character?) The Coormgian arob. is typical of the Bamcon St, area,
typloal of Boston in general, not because i¥s found throughout the eity btut because somehow
Bagk Pav seemz b0 opitomize Booton, Other than that there im't anything particularly
Bostonian about i%. The church is typlcal of Back Bay, also, and perhaps Hoston in renaral -
not particularly, maybe gsome sections,

(Peel at eases in this section’) TYes, I wouldn't have felt, If I walked through 1%,
1 was particulerly sither slmming or being impressed by the eleganee of surroundlogs.

(Any particulmyly way you might chenge this area?] No, I don't think so. The only thing =e
the most undesirable thing about the marea I found waes the unplessant appearances cof the
shops , particilarly oni the right side of Boylston 8%,, and I don't think that is e very
perious matter. It's not somethins that any ¢ibty would oonsidar serious, Off hand, I
wouldn 't change anything.
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