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iFADLOGY STUDY = Copley Square

Nobes cn o inventory of elements and an smelysis of size and seele
relationships,

The work of thia study was based om eight different photogrephs from the
Coploy Square seriess Aill views vere taleen from nearly eye-lowl, md
wore conerally looking into the Square from different appreaches, Print
sise was 6" x 10",

The results of the inventery ad analysis are grophically recorded in eipght
ink treoings. (in edditionsl sheet contains & sonle map of the aree, with
the loontion of the wview points end Informntion on the heights of the majer
elemento of tho area.)

The inventory and snalysis are orpaniszed under Shree headings:

le Space is recorded by a line dreawing, traced from the phwto, using the
nosns of linear perspective and overlappinge The sbselute dimensions
of tho visable spaoe are recorded in an adjscent mapediaprem: in which
the vigable surfaces are orcss=hotohod.

Surfaces, oategorised as sky-plune, flooi~plene, well pinne, aiF miseglaneous,
&re rocorded by photestracingss Jky and fleor planes penerslly indle
eske only the silhouette=forme ¥Vall plenes (gemerelly bullding facedes),

show the manjor surface quality = window patbern, cornice lines, or shade
owss The sige - snalysis of the surfmces ia by percextafe (roughly og=
timuiad) of the total photewprint fleld cocupied, in ouch of the abeve
ertopoTring.

Volumag: free-gtending elements, move or lese lsoleted ln space, are
yosoraed 4y comtour photo trecing; snd thms illustrate their projected
size by direct comparisem, isolsted frem thoir fleld-cenbext, A vertical
lines camparison is made of the mm jor elemexts, and of She mujor vere
tical murfaces.

Commonts on this study follows A basie question that arises is om the relation=
ship af the field of the photograph, recording nll lightedata impartially; to
that of an obparver's field of vision, erganiszing light data selectively and
endowing this data with personal meardng. It is sugpested thot just becsuse

of this, tho camera recording(in this series of photos) has a certain walue;
that of ensbling us to perform an objective analyeis of the slemeutss And as
long as the emmera field is constent (presuming the same lens wnd a consistant
vieving position and direction) the varioug cemora recordings will be comsistant.

The laventory end analysis ie ex excellent method of deweloping e mwarenesa
of the basic elementa of the urban gceno; and ms nuch mipghté be used to food
sdvantage in toaching, A second myplication would be im tho objestive oam=
parison of different localities or arcas = different in place, or in time.
Comparisons on the besis of relstive percentages of defining surfaces, or
hedghts of volume elements, or cocurrence of common olements, for exemple,
may lesd to objective definiticns of uniquoness. The prosent study deals
with only the Copley Square ares, and 1% should be campared with a similar
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gtudy of sewveral other locationge It would be interenting to see, for example,
how the drealsown of sky, pavement, facades and miscelaveocus of 305, 3C%, 30%
and 108 (which is roughly the ratic found In these eight exmmles) conperes
with other placcas

A thdrd npplication would be the use of the method in the analysis of a linear
gsequence of photegraphs; to nobte the shanges (Af any) of the exigianoe or
proportions of spoce, surface or volume elenentse

A fourth use in &bwa idemtification would be by s qualitstlive study of uroas
to=ares veriations coourins in ipdividuel aspechts such as the allhovette-omm
of the sy sree, or the opasity or reflectivity of facade areas.

This present Copley fquare gtudy is admittedly enly a orude initial exerolses
The ohief element lackdng 4s an indiostion of the light and color qualities
ef ench +lows Porhaps this could be bost handled in the surfzoe seotion
where the digtrivution of huss and wvulues could be recerded as Lo thelir
position and exterts. Thelr extent could be easily incorporated into the
siroulor diagram.

Fiilip Thiel
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