Mr. Velnberg
Street Interview

It looks kind of like & ahﬂﬂplﬂqﬁgﬁitﬂr around. Also, there must be & lutﬂgf insurance
oampaniss around and real estate offices and ghipping 1ines, and suech_g plage where

people came to to transact business -- people of f&ome means, Peopleffgoh gensral ly

well dPessed and prospsrous, The place looks prosperous, generally, ZThere secaems to be

a lot of t.-r-r:f‘ﬂ::‘r + « Well, probably there aren' enough facilities fr:-rpart-:ing in traffio
and things of that sort. It's s perfectly ageceptable section; everything . . well, from

a soclal and economic point of view, of oourse =- as far as the asathetlo impression

of the place is concerned, it is more or less a aconglomdration, anything but homogeneous.

I mean, it doesa't look at ell pretty., I Aon't think the buildings are acesptable looking,
either individuslly or collectively. The section domn the stroet toward Copley -3q.,

of coursse, is quite differeat. (Why?) Well, there the buildings kave more individuallity.
Individually, some of them are quibe magnificent, liks Hew Engl Mutual Hall, Trfinity
Church and thet type. And someshow it gives sn appearanca of unity, slso. For instanes,
around Coploy Sq. the tuildings sesm to go very nicely together. But here all I ean really
gay is that esch individual H*&lﬁizl iz almost n%If and they don't seam to fit together

at sll, This looks like a chifoh over here, and I don't thiok 1t's particularly pretty

at gll, Of course, it may be darker in ®olor than it onece was.

Of gourse, the 1"ubl!.%€‘rardanu up that way looks quite nice. It's the sort of view that
would look wsll in any city. 13?

(that saya Arlington Bldg.)
This sort of building on the corner haro/is vnr;rl:imwrm the others. It looks more
solid, and the light cniﬁr is much more pleasant than some of the darkegploped buildings
here, A lot of the sighs are ugly, too, on théee buildings. TheMﬁims, for
example, like that white one with block printing {(Ralph XKhouril, d of dGurse these
oolored, hanging signs give an ugly impression of the place, too, Az g mabler of fact,
this, in Paris, would be an ideal types of architecture.

This ssemp 0 be a kind of in-between sectlon of the gity that doesn't mean very much.
This partioular strest dnd even the one we just came up, begauss there's Copley Sg. oOn
the ons side which is a very different seotlon from ths Boylston and Tremont 5t. section
up there. « » There seem to be a mumber of good dress shops around.

Well, the nicest part gf this ssction is definitely the Publie Gardens. And I pgness any
' ,in
d

vast axpanse of trees snow looks good during the winter. , . I Gthink it would be a

ghama -- of course, peadple have talied about takinz the Publis Garden away but only really

hypothatically. /It may be an impediment to commerce, I mamtt think it would better if
Even though loston had &n even larger park in the center.

Thinezs don't seam to have changed on the business side of the strest oxospt we're off the
méin thoroughfare and things are a little quiater.

Well, this aXkkax area has an appearance of churches apround it, and,of cou , they're always
better lookins buildings than others, This looks like a -- yos, 1t is a offlireh,

The parkiol 1ot is probably a great halp to people who wark in the nelzhborhood, ©Of course,
{t's not pretty., Somehow my impressions of Lhe plage apre lupgely utilitarian; even a place
that's ugly) but has e atimulating somse Qf bustle about it can be & pleasant place Lo

walk through., . « it's surprising how quie® 1% has seemed on this streat., 1 always associal
this area with poople shapping,and espeeially on Sat. aftarnoon you'd think thars would be
more crowda in thls yn%f%r the eity.

There's no guestion that this ptreet 12 2 1ot better looking than the ope we came down,
Boylston St. The arohiteature is quiete¥,—that is, it is not as much a caubimabion of eolorg
Gsnerally I prefar the dguere type of architecture oOn our laft, but oven the buildings m
our right are - well, they ssem to offget each other mueh better. (Why?) Thess little
ghops on the ground floor with the glass fronts are pretty much of a kind, and t_{sa Zeam

to blend into the background better than the ones on Boylston 3t. with thelr large slgns for
exampls, Of course, it definitely seems different, These buildings are ofTice bulldinga,

KL_002128_001



- “de

it seems, or of budiness nature, while the others were mudh mare definitely stores.
Of course, these are stores but they don't seem to :'_dverh};a.i themselvea ns loudly,
I suppose only & differant kind of store, like a bookshop or dress shop, would be likely
ko fit into these surroundings. 1 miose the others were ua;'ﬁrtfz‘m;t gatorea, things of
that sort.

= o
On the whole, I think Ghls last blook was very colorless looking for a shopping center,
but it seams that the area wa'rse going through now is just aboadb {deal, -In c¢ombining the
funotions of.a shopping cenbsr with scceptable appsaranca. " gourss, I keep staring at
Bonwit "['-tallp 1
mioh bettar,

$1g. 1It's comparatively very pretty. Generally the view in this direotion is

2 bacause
1've always woulered what these little streets ware ford{ Bupposedly, this section wea
built in the last cent and the o streets seem L0 bave been made rather wids,
It suggests that it's Just an ; s{t] ; It seems ]ike
the only place you'd want %o walk through if you lived hereo and wented to g0 in the hask
way of your house, It reminds one that there ars people who live 1n thls ssetion a
as some who work and shop h « o A1l I pee is garbage. On second thought,
these aren't residencss at nll, they're stores and othier business enterprises. . .
Of coorss, I don't expeet = back alley like this to be decorative, nloag with their
other funcotions, and garbuge collection ie ragular, I don't think therse is much to complain
about, L think 1% would be much mora interesting to go around to the fronts of theas
ghipping lines and lool rouch their cateloguaes, . « » » This strest doean’t seem to be
any betbter than one w e it to ba, but if you like t0s eek out places like this

there should always b¢ som ¥ left for vou to find them, ., . . If this strest were

5P wider, cars would be 2ble to park e alde of it, It may bo that when these bulldings

ware put up thersa were o0 aucamobllea « 4 5

T =
It seems like a very good iE-\-‘al_ggﬂgzygzﬁ._mrk {n the middle of the elty, if only for oars
to go around as well as for a/quiet walk inbetween the trees. . « « Well nos, thls ia more
like it, a much more reascnable place to take & walk. This iz a place I'd like %o explore
more and look at more detail on the various points of interest, even more in Lhe Common
than here in the Fublic Gardens, It's practically a mockery of a park, Well, such a amall
park = ono blogk sg.~in sush a big eity {s bound to be overrun and hardly be guiet or
unspoiled. . But etill it's an enormous improvement, very worth while being hLere, The very
idea of 1'-1-£t is pleasant, and there haven 't been many on the surrounding streets, 1T any
at all, . . It's really beautiful here, even though as 1 say it's far from o perfect park.
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